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Summary

Social Roles of Bus and Transformation of the Functions
Hideaki Yagi and Takeyoshi Higuma

In the Chugoku regions, all of the 5 prefectures went into declining population trend by
the year 2000. They have entered an era of population decline earlier than the other regions
in Japan, and have faced decreasing of productive-age population and progress in aging at a
rapid pace above the national average. It is estimated that the Chugoku regions will see a
super-aging society; the senior citizens will make up over 30% of the population by the year
2020. The population decrease is remarkable especially in the less-populated areas, such as
mountainous areas and island areas, and a long-term reducing trend of public transportation
use, especially in use of bus, has made it difficult to maintain the public transportation services.

Thus the recent bus business is facing very sever environments, and the passengers car-
ried by bus have decreased to 40% from the peaking because of the economic downturn,
increase of holidays, and the long-term low birthrate and aging population.

In such a difficult situation, a regulatory reform enforced in 2002, focusing on erasing of
entry and exit regulations for public transportation services, has accelerated to abandon
money-losing bus routes in the less populated areas. In many cases, alternative transporta-
tions are provided by the local governments, however, there are limits for them under the pre-
vailing severe fiscal circumstances, and this makes it a major problem to ensure of public
transportation services as livelihood supports in the less populated areas.

In these less populated areas, various measures are undertaken, including using of com-
munity bus and demand responsive transport, and enabling community residents to use
school bus and welfare bus. As part of a new transportation system, multiple transports of
passengers and goods, including postal mail and express delivery, are also expected to ensure
transportation means in the less populated areas. In addition, challenges for the future is to
promote uses of public transportation by attractions of tourists by using tourism resources,
connecting local travel and tourism.

In this paper, I would like to examine how best to ensure community public transporta-
tion as livelihood supports, based on a case of Hatsukaichi City, Hiroshima Prefecture, over-

viewing history of bus.
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