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Summary

Discourses over Neonaticides:
from ‘maintenance of order in community’ to ‘self-responsibility’

Ayumi KARIYA

The literature in criminology and white paper on crime have shown shoplifting and neo-
naticide as characteristic of female crimes. The objective of this paper is to clarify how the
neonaticides have been problematized in the Japanese society considering the discourses on
the neonaticides from Taisho-era and early Showa-era to post-World War II and the period of
high economic growth.

“Mabiki (thinning or infanticide)” and “abortion” are said to be common custom in the
rural area during early modern period. As the word “Seken” indicates, neonaticide as well as
abortion functioned as a tools for “maintenance of order in community” rather than individual
problem of pregnant woman. Towards the World War II, Japan had the national policy mean-
ing “Umeyo Fuyaseyo (Be fruitful and multiply)” and after the war the issue was how the soci-
ety could control its overpopulation. During the period of economic high growth neonaticide
was considered as a personal problem of pregnant woman (self-responsibility) and interpreted
as a type of child abuses. One of the typical cases is “Coin locker baby” case, which was cov-
ered widely by mass media in the early 1970s.

Recently the number of neonaticide cases has been on a declining trend, but it is newly
problematized that men who impregnate cannot be identified and pregnant women have no
anybody to confer for support about their pregnancy. As a conclusion, the fact that neonaticide
has been considered as a problem of community and a personal problem of pregnant woman

made men who impregnate invisible.

Keywords: Neonaticide, maintenance of order in community, self-responsibility
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