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Summary

A Muslim Prince Who Converts to Christianity and the
People Around Him:
A Study of El gran principe de Fez by Calderén

Yasuhiro Mikura

This study sheds new light on Calderdn’s play El gran principe de Fez (The Great Prince of
Fez), which was first presented on the stage in 1669 and whose protagonist, Muley Mahomet,
Muslim prince of the Kingdom of Fez, converts to Christianity and abandons his homeland and
family after captivity in Malta.

In addition to the main plot of Muley's idealized and exemplified conversion, this play has
two subplots. The first covers the reaction of Muley’s royal family who remain in Fez. The
second focuses on the vulgar world composed of two clowns (the one is a Muslim who converts
to Christianity with Muley, the other is a corrupted Christian) and Muley’s tutor, who took on
the responsibility for his disciple’s conversion and was expelled from Fez.

The two subplots show viewpoints that are different from that of the main plot and relativ-
ize the Christian exemplariness expressed in the latter. Taking into account these subplots,
this play on the whole does not simply applaud Muley’s conversion. Instead, its spirit seems
to collocate Muley's exemplary conversion in the complicated Mediterranean world of the 16th

and 17th centuries.



