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(1) Der gute Deutsche von Nanking, John Rabe, hrsg. von Erwin Wickert, Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt,
Stuttgart 1997. ZOHFLIARE N A v 721FTHR L, ZIZFEBIICHER 7 2 ) A Th RSz
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(2) John Rabe, Der gute Deutsche von Nanking, Buch zum Film von Oscar-Preistréiger Florian Gallenberger
mit Ulrich Tukur und Daniel Briihl, hrsg. von Erwin Wickert, Miinchen 2009.

(3) Sabine Hake, German National Cinema, London and New York 2008, p. 213. (¥¥—% - N—4 [F
A W] AREAER, B, 20104, 316H)
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(4) v. g. Jan Schulz-Ojala, Die Lgende vom guten Nazi, Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin, 1. 4. 2009 und Thomas
Abeltshauser, Noch ein guter Nazi, UberlebensgroRes Epos iiber einen Retter wider Willen: ,John
Rabe“, Die Welt, Berlin, 2. 4. 2009.
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Abstract

The Representation of the Denazification of John Rabe
in the German film “John Rabe”

Hiroaki FURUKAWA

This paper seeks to demonstrate that the German film “John Rabe” attempts to denazify
the protagonist by presenting him as a good German national. First of all, this film makes a
clear distinction between a person being “just a member of the Nazi Party” and being a
National Socialist. In other words even though John Rabe belongs to the Nazi Party, he does
not believe in the tenets of National Socialism. Therefore, it could be said that John Rabe is
just a member of the Nazi Party who is not a National Socialist. Nevertheless, he trusts Hitler
and sometimes gives a Nazi salute. Rabe’s behavior gives the impression that he is closely
connected with National Socialism, but this doesn’t mean that he is a Nazi. His words and
actions express rather his naive and good-natured, albeit credulous character. We can say,
therefore, that he stands paradoxically more and more apart from Nazism. Many German
films have described transnational or international relations since 2000. The reason that
these films have used international or trnasnational settings is that it is easier for any audience
to accept the depiction of a good German national when it is shown in relation to other

nationalities. “John Rabe” is the most typical of this kind of film.
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