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MOEFEEZR L) LT, TR L2ICT CRAELFBITED S0, L2 LT RTONY
WFREZLELTVEIDIFTIER WV, 221, 7+ VAZ vy 720wy ARMBEOEFEIX, Va
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WERD , WEEIZ VWO FTHIRDOL L WIEMZ 2D DI R 5 WEEENH S, LT, HHDFE
FOANFMEE, TN S ANHOTH/-THSH L) BT, KM EFNIEFRE TR LT
i&wpk#%wo_®lo&,@%@ﬁi%%~&?é BilZ, WRkO HHN 2R &I

LT %,

)y, B EHETH2WRETIE, AWICIREEEE BN E 2 A0 HHEDH
EAE < A, M, BE, ITENCEOZBLEMA T, Mo ANEZZRIT L) LT 5EEN
AT B WElIZHBENTLH N HL, %, FAIREEN T INL L E, ThERT L
ﬁ%ﬁmﬁwk&éﬁa ENFETORERMEIIE L7, BAMEIZE L, HEW - E5NR

2TV, 72720, L& %#i&ith%%,Wﬁk%ﬁx@%&%%ﬁk&
5oit,ﬁ% B ATEIA R T 2561%, WikOBRELZERTLDT, 77—
BHEIZOBRBY) T, FHRICBVWTRA %75>0)iﬁﬁﬂﬁ%5ﬁffﬁfﬁ‘é‘rﬁi‘¢fé ZORER, T
WO R, M, BIEMEIBIEIC SN AR 2 b, 2D X9 %, BENZRIA



A Iazn . Vary Bl 2008 LR

LT REME, WEOERWBREMEFREZ LT 5,

Varv ik (RO EEEZMAT 5250 OMiiEzmHiHs 2205, AMTEoE &bk
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AT FEAT &, BHEIIIMET X, EHMIOXERT &5, HIRRPBEHTENZE#ID S
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EERE L LCoBE, 22Nl EOKIERE V) BRYED - 720 IEFROFEBLIFE WO/
HHREDVHIRE, BHEOHEZEBT 2 BHEIAZEET @R THo720 WTho [H
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Summary

An Analytical Reconstruction of Samuel Johnson’s Thought
——On Poetry (2)—

Yoshihiro Ishii

The analysis of Johnson’s consideration of poetry tells us that ‘the imitation of nature’ is
a literary means to express truth with the help of fiction and that truth is always talked of both
as the reality of life and a realization of moral sense. For him, ‘Poetry is the art of uniting
pleasure with truth, by calling imagination to the help of reason.” (L: 1.170)

In uniting them, however, lies a latent difficulty, for technically a depiction of life can be at
variance with a depiction of what it should be. The lifelike characters will act true to their
natures, the plot then beginning to command its own logic, and the reader or audience expe-
riencing the reality of the progressing event, while to realize moral sense the characters will
be guided to a particular destination with a more or less inevitable damage to the reality of life
and the autonomy of the plot.

In ‘the invention of the highest degree’ (VIL. p47), the poet is evidently expected to unite
the two goals in a dramatic fashion. But the variance can become conspicuous when the poet
brings ‘those very means which seem most likely to oppose and prevent [a pleasing catastro-
phe] (VIL p48)’ at the end of the work to achieve his moral purpose, because the flow of expe-
rienced reality and the conclusion expected from it can be impaired by a twisted, moral
denouement.

Having the difficulty in mind, we find that the poetry that Imlac shows appears still harder
to get the goals united. ‘Right and wrong’ considered ‘in the abstracted and invariable state’
(XVI. p44), and ‘general and transcendental truths’ to ‘preside over the thoughts and manners
of future generations’ (XVI. p45), can certainly hinder the reality of life, the autonomy of the
plot, and/or give an undue conclusion to the work, because the conclusion is to be brought
from a consistent subject that the work is dealing with. The ‘truths,’ if deductive as can be
inferred from the context, can certainly leave a gap between the subject and the ‘truths’ them-
selves. Imlac’s idea of poetry should be taken as an extreme form of ‘the imitation of nature,

which is too given to abstract moral truth at the cost of a depiction of life.



KRB RmE A 51 % W2

On faith poetry, Johnson suggests that it is not covered by ‘the imitation of nature,” for
when religious feelings are best expressed in the name of God, poetry has no place in faith.
However, his overall accounts of the subject do show that the main use of ‘the imitation of
nature’ is playing an important part in faith poetry too. The very preference for the name of
God over any personal expressions or imaginations is precisely what it requires, since its key
use is to take quintessence. Evidently it is functioning here as a means to lead the reader to
the religious truth.

In the review of all of Johnson’s discussions concerning ‘the imitation of nature,” we can
find a few kinds of truth. From a viewpoint of literary criticism, the ‘general and transcenden-
tal truths’ that Imlac reveals are problematic, but in the survey of the whole of the truths that
Johnson deals with, the ‘truths’ are obviously at an important middle stage: between truths
that can only be expressed with the help of fiction and the truth that ever exists and must be

taken without the help of fiction.



