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Summary

An Essay on the “Burmese Nepalis” in Bangkok, Thailand
Mineo TAKADA and Mayumi YAMAMOTO

This paper is focused on the Burmese Nepalis in Bangkok for three reasons. First of
all, the Nepali ethnic community in Thailand has not been recognized yet until one of the pre-
sent authors discovered it.

Needless to say, there are several South Asian ethnic communities in Bangkok besides
the Chinese community forming the famous China town. On the south side of Gurduwara
(Sikh temple), we can find an Indian Emporium which provides lots of Indian foods and items.
It has been regarded that the people working around this area are of Indian origin, but in
reality, quite a lot of them are Nepalis.

Secondly and related to this, it has become clear that the majority of Nepalis in Bangkok
are from Burma (Myanmar), not from Nepal.

It is known that there have been Nepali communities in Burma since the colonial period.
On the other hand, more and more Nepalis are going to emigrate, and Bangkok is sure to be
one of their destinations on the wave of so called globalization in general, and in particular
under the pressure of the deteriorating political situation in Nepal. The former are called
‘Burmese Nepalis’ and the latter is recognized as Nepali diasporas or Non Residential Nepalis
(NRN). Both are people of Nepali origin. However, Burmese Nepalis have their own
history which involves not only Nepal and Burma, but also the British India in the past and
Thailand after the liberation of Burma.

Thirdly, and the most important reason is, that the Burmese Nepalis are recognized not
as ‘Burmese’or ‘from Burma’, but simply as ‘Nepalis’, ‘a sort of Indian’, or ‘from South Asia’.
Therefore, by focusing on them not only as people of Nepali origin but also as Nepali from
Burma in Thailand, it might be possible to acquire a different framework of Asian regional
studies rather than the devisive one of “South Asia” and “Southeast Asia”. This will promote
to reconsider the relations between these areas.

Regarding the terminology used in this paper, the words ‘Burmese Nepali’ are used by

the people with whom we conducted the interview. They call themselves ‘Burmese Nepalis’
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irrespective of their citizenship or nationality. Most of them seem to be Burmese passport
holders. Among them, some have the permanent residency (what they call as a green card)
issued by the Thai government, and the others are only permitted to stay in Thailand for work
(what they call as an “allowance worker”).

Those Nepalis who were born in Thailand are Thai nationals by birth since the Thai
nationality law is based on the jus soli principle. Therefore, they may be called ‘Nepali That’,
according to the legal status. However, they categorize themselves as ‘Burmese Nepali’ if
their ancestors came from Nepal via Burma.

In addition, there are also the people who cross the Thai-Burmese border without
permission. They may be called illegal migrants.

Hence, as far as legal status is concerned, a variety of ‘Burmese Nepalis’ are observed,
but it seems that there is no strict distinction among them from the viewpoint of their own
community.

Further, there are tentative relations between ‘Burmese Nepalis’ and other Nepalis in
Thailand, i.e. Nepalis from Nepal who are Nepali nationals. This indicates that the Nepali
community in Thailand tends to include, to some extent, all residents with Nepali origin.

In this paper, the results from the interviews are shown exactly as they actually told us
either in Nepali or in English. Our interviews began with the history of Burmese Nepalis
(how and when they came to Burma, in which way they survive after the liberation of Burma
and during the political unrest) and then moved to their present situation in Bangkok. In
between, it was also mentioned by which route they entered Thailand.

This paper will be followed by a more detailed and in-depth study based on the inter-
views, which will become a part of the comprehensive study on South Asian immigrants in
Thailand.
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