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Summary

A study of regional transportation in depopulated areas (1)
YAGI Hideaki and HIGUMA Takeyoshi

The population of Japan had increased consistently from the Meiji Restoration (around
1860), however, Japan has come to a historic turning point in the 21st century. Owing to
rapid aging of the population resulting from the decline in the birthrate, the population of
Japan begun to decrease in 2005. Japan has entered a new phase, the era of declining
population.

The Declining population, the declining birthrate and the aging population are affecting
on not only economic activities in the area but also infrastructures for the local people in vari-
ous aspects. Especially in local communities with dwindling populations, they are facing seri-
ous problems; one of the most difficult tasks is maintaining and improving of regional
transportation such as rail and bus.

For depopulated areas having difficulties keeping regional transportation alive, the govern-
ment is about to mount serious efforts to ensure and maintain the most suitable transit to for
the needs in the areas.

As to regional transportation in Japan such as bus, the ridership is decreasing consistently
due to progress motorization, which brought the fast popularization of private car during the

period of rapid economic growth in the 1960’s.
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Regulatory reform in bus market was enforced from February 2002, which allowed bus
companies to reduce the frequency of bus services and abolish bus lines through simple pro-
ceedings, as a result, unprofitable bus routes in depopulated areas have been abolished. Peo-
ple living in depopulated areas depend exclusively on private cars for transport. However, it
is expected that the number of the elderly who can’t drive cars will increase every year, and
securing of transportation for depopulated areas will be the one of major problems in the near
future.

Looking at regional transportation in Hiroshima Prefecture, the bus lines have been fre-
quently abolished or cut down because the ridership has markedly decreased as result of fal-
ling population mainly in remote areas, which has made the profitability worse. These
remote areas have a high percentage of the elderly, and the number of vulnerable road users
is expected to increase rapidly in the future, therefore ensuring regional transportation have
become a pressing problem.

From fiscal 2011, the government launched “regional transportation survival strategy” by
combining the present bus service subsides and other subsides to such as shipping, train and
barrier-free measures in public transportation facilities. In this plan, bus service subsides in
depopulated areas are expected to be placed as “regional transportation project for ensuring,
maintenance and improvement”.

In this study, I would like to examine how best to ensure regional transportation (bus) in
the future from the aspect of the new regional transportation subsidy system mainly for

depopulated areas.
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