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Abstract
The Lisbon Treaty for the Czech Republic: A Histrical Issue
as the Opportunity to Ask Her Identity

In October, 2009, Vaclav Klaus, the President of the Czech Republic
signed the instrument of ratification of the Lisbon Treaty. The treaty took
effect in December. The Czech Republic was the last member state to rat-
ify this treaty.

The ratification process by the Czech Republic lasted nearly two years.
The reason stemmed from the fear that the jurisprudence of the Czech
Republic may conflict with the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the
European Union established by the Lisbon Treaty. At the core was the
problem with the Benes$ presidential decrees.

This paper first analyzes the relation of expelt Sudeten Germans and the
Benes$ decrees as a historical issue, and then shows how the problem
became a diplomatic dispute between the Czech Republic and FRG in the
transformation from 1989. Furthermore, it will examine how the issue
became a focus in the negotiation process of EU membership for the Czech
Republic, resulting in a gradual politicization of the Bene§ decrees by Czech
political parties during this process.

This will account for why Czech skeptics of European integration made a
point of the Benes$ decrees, meaning that the Bene$ decrees were used as
their policy against federalization of Europe.
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