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The Recycling Policies of Home Electric Appliances
in South Korea: Practice and Remaining Issues

Sungin NA
Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to review and investigate the historical backgrounds of three E-
waste management systems (Deposit Refund System, Producer Responsibility System, Recycling
Law for Automobiles and Electrical and Electronic Equipment) which focus on the recycling systems
of home electric appliances in South Korea. The area of focus in the research is the relation
between E-waste management systems and EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility). The first
topic is the burden sharing in various meanings among such stake holders as producers, consumers,
local governments and recyclers in E-waste management systems. The second topic is the environ-
mental and economical impacts that E-waste management systems in South Korea has given on recy-
cling technology, trans-boundary movement of used products, and design for environment (DfE).
The present waste management system based on EPR in South Korea does not necessarily contribute
to recycling technology improvement, trans-boundary movement of used products and design for
environment. The system should be re-designed in order to realize the expected effects.
Keywords: E-Waste, Extended Producer Responsibility, Home Appliances, Waste Management

System, Recycle.



