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(1) BEAM;1H CTREB 2 7% S 5 R &

Clank! The basin clattered to the floor and rolled in the direction of the stairs.

Clank! Clank! It began a methodical descent as if sharing in the general terror
which this gentleman provoked.

“I want to see my child!” Mr. Button almost shrieked. He was on the verge of

collapse.
Clank! The basin had reached the first floor. (pp. 5-6)%

CNERBPAEENZENY)OXRY Vv I VEFBRICAZ T2 &, WEOREL T
DR CEITED LM 2 /G L2 DThHhb. LA LitHlld, ZOXRJIIHZLER
HHCTEenElbh, H2TTEHITEDEHGEIEINZEN ) ORIy I VD
TFREBRT2DDLELIMBETE R,

(2) BOUT L EBEDK
NRYIVXIVERREDFECL LTIV RFEDOHECOBETH GHEFEI b Tw5,

It was a gorgeous evening. A full moon drenched the road to the lusterless color of
platinum, and late-blooming harvest flowers breathed into the motionless air aromas that
were like low, half-heard laughter. The open country, carpeted for rods around with
bright wheat, was translucent as in the day. It was almost impossible not to be affected

by the sheer beauty of the sky—almost. (pp. 25—26)3)

ZIZTI, T HBYIATONLIBEVWEEDIRTE N 2 PRSI EL 5L LT
“a gorgeous evening” “A full moon drenched the road to the lusterless color of platinum”
“carpeted for rods around with bright wheat” DO RINSHAZAHbNTE Y, REICIE

2)  F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (Scribner, 2007)
3) 1Ihid,
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“It was almost impossible not to be affected by the sheer beauty of the sky—almost” & #]% T
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(3) BEEERHHED o T

“... And what do you think should merit our biggest attention after hammers and nails?”
The elder Button was saying.

“Love,” replied Benjamin absent-mindedly.

“Lugs?” exclaimed Roger Button, “Why, I've just covered the question of lugs.”

Benjamin regarded him with dazed eyes just as the eastern sky was suddenly cracked

with light, and an oriole yawned piercingly in the quickening trees... (p. 30)4)

CITREVTHNFIBENINT, KDZLHIIHRoT0IERNY Ty I yOLEE D £
CERBTETWS,

L»L, TOEDMIHIFHELZIT T LR ROMR L2 KR 2 2B EEVH s Tw
7o b, mHERAIGENZEOBTRICENTRVFLINEOR T EH e TE& 2 L
7259,

(4) MBROIETAN 2720 Vv I Y HB0IE L %o 2 FEH LT
There was only one fly in the delicious ointment. (p. 39)°
EIBRTVBED, Xy Vx I VIFELAERENLS HAOMA % “the delicious ointment” (24
Z, & 22w AFE)S “the delicious ointment” (2% H 72 “fly” D X H ICHH KL Sz bk

BENTWE, HIZHNLEZRY I I U9, FEizERTH L B VFHIV RIZEL 5 0E
FIMICEBRHLTBY, ZOBEEOHTIEH LGB E S 5,

4) Ibid.,
5) Ibid.,
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=i, [RyI % Iy - NMUBHRANE] ICHLT, 74 YY)V FiE, Ober KITK
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Dear Mr. Ober:

Under a separate cover I enclose a short story *which I began a long time ago
and decided to take two days off to finish up. It is weird thing and I suppose the
Metropolitan would be most likely to take it—but I really feel that unless they pay faster
I never want to sign another contract with them.

7 * “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button” (p. 33)°

Dibps ZofME, 74327V P+ E 2 THS LT 0 TR %L,
BB 2 L TRV & ORI O 720 S5 SIS Tz b o Tid %z

6) Bruccoli and Atkinson. As Ever, Scott Fitz— (J. B. Lippincott Company, 1972)
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(1) #iZFl 5 et
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%o ZOTZDIHMETIHEARTHRETZ) EIF T2,

And we see the distinctive figure of Theodore Roosevelt, in overcoat and hat, the war
heavy on his shoulders. We watch Mr. Cake, with the aid of an assistant, climbing the
scaffolding to his clock covered by a velvet drape...He stands for a moment...and with a
simple tug, releases the purple swath...People gasp at the magnificent clock...“Mr. Cake”
winds the clock, which chimes a glorious chime...

Pushed by an angel, the second-hand begins its eternal journey...going around...

Everyone cheers...until they realize the clock is going the wrong way...traveling back-

wards in time...A man shouts, “It’s running backwards!” (p. 12)7)

FEIC, BERIZ 00023 2 L OEREZ BT 572012, WHTRTE2L- 725 HOREHRA
REY S, [RERGITEIE LGSR - TL 5] L 55T, KlZEICHTREIZ1ED,
ZNHEIN =XV P KFEHE ORI T2 —F 1) ¥ ZBRICEAE T 5. difixd 2 HEEFE RIS
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INb, IS TRTRR B2 koz AN21E, b LEMASEL L 727 5143w WKk
EHERTEDZND LNGVEWVH LTI ZATNEDOTH S, WLE O T2 REHE,
K25 WHE g % 2 & LM Z RBUWICEKBIT 57207 T <, Wind 2R %2 4 & 2 Em o
S 2 REBICBEDDDIZL T,

We see the new clock, a digital clock, high on the terminal wall running the right

way...going forward...and as the clock turns...people hurrying to their destinations, living

7)  Eric Roth, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button Story to Screenplay (Scribner, 2008)
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their lives... (p. 286)"
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I 7N THIOERHEZE DS, TOWMEFEL CINET THEEIENTE L, L THILE
FERYBES>TKRDIHIZE D

“Blinded in one eye...I can’t hardly hear. I get twitches and shakes out of nowhere...
always losing my line of thought...but you know what...God keeps reminding me I'm

lucky to be alive.” (p. 17 DY

INRIMEZRBERIHL TWLEDTHA ) Do NMEEIZEOWBITRWERIMED E#T 5
LDOTHY, ZOBKEFYVRZ 2451, EPENTVE I EANDOKH L F0ETOHE
MRZTL Boeveees EVHZEERIRLTWS, NMIFEICHEET 5 & 9 BB 23z 20 C

8) Ihid,
9) Ibid,
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BT AH2HZOHNL 52 LT - Tz,

FRTHCARELAVREIINTHEZ LI L2 RBALZDTH S, LELANY Yy I Vi
FONBVWHGOEMIIH LT, FBOET ) 2B B RAOEZDBEY, B35H0%
FAHIEIWEMLEWND L, TOZLOHICAGIEERROBE®RYEDH S Z L 2MHEL,
[HUZIF IR S SCHAE | ESVR L TKED TR 55,

4) ¥T7 &8s #IFANOSE

BENJAMIN: What if I was to tell you I wasn’t getting older—I was getting younger than
everybody else...

THE WOMAN: Well, I'd feel very sorry for you... to have to see everybody you love, die
before you. That would be an awful responsibility...

BENJAMIN BUTTON: I had never thought about life or death that way before...

THE WOMAN: Benjamin... We're meant to lose the people we love. How else would we
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know how important they are to us. (p. 92) 10

RYI¥IVIFIITERADLS, FZALRAERD NEIZBWTIE, #1560k wilkiias
FREFLZTTVwEILETFEENTVE, TLTEORMITKTLT HBERE LRFMLEIHD
CLIIRAZELTFEENTVDL, ADETLILOBLEMLDIX, FITAHNELIET
HY, TOWREDFHINTR, XYY IVIIBETLIEENOETEZ EHH) 022 Mbih s o
RLHZH5NG,

T, B EBICAEX LN VY I VICIZEE L EToORWNERE RO Z L AWET
HHILERL TS, NIV IVIIZOHEZETFY, HEOBEZREGOILTRIEE
THILDOEMEZE) TLEEZEZEZIMLETT 5. COBRIBZEARRY T X I L721F TR
%, TNETNOEEXAEETVLEEOMIEL,

(5) NFFY
NF PV DOFEPIFAZIN TS, TR L TWE D DR Dh,

CAPT. MIKE: The humming bird is not just another bird! Its heart rate’s twelve hun-
dred beats a minute...! Its wings beats eighty times a second...! If you was to
stop their wings from beatin, they would be dead in less than ten seconds ... This is
no ordinary bird, this is a frikkin’ miracle! (p. 112)

CAPT. MIKE: Do you know what the figure eight is the mathematical symbol for...?!
Infinity! (p. 113)""
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“You make me feel years younger too. [ wish I was. So many things I would change.
I would undo all of my mistakes. ... I kept waiting, you know, thinking that I'd do some-
thing to change my circumstances...Do something...It’s such an awful waste, you never

get it back...wasted time...” (p. 128) 12
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When I was 17, I read a quote that went something like: “If you live each day as if it
was your last, someday you’ll most certainly be right.” It made an impression on me,
and since then, for the past 33 years, I have looked in the mirror every morning and
asked myself: “If today were the last day of my life, would I want to do what I am about
to do today? ” And whenever the answer has been “No” for too many days in a row, I

know I need to change something.

Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to
help me make the big choices in life. Because almost everything — all external expecta-

tions, all pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure — these things just fall away in the face
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of death, leaving only what is truly important. Remembering that you are going to die is
the best way I know to avoid the trap of thinking you have something to lose. You are

already naked. There is no reason not to follow your heart.” 1
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Summary

A Comparison of “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button” with its
Film Version Focusing on Symbolism

Yuko Yamanaka

If we compare the original story with the film version, we can conclude that the theme of
the original story of “If we reverse the time of our lives, what kind of life we create, and what
subjects in it gradually become apparent”. This basic theme is also followed in the film ver-
sion as a vital subject and without any changes.

This unbelievable plot thought out and composed into a story by Fitzgerald truly indicates
the brilliance of the author. However, it is a pity that this story of life of an unbelievable idea
and its basic theme were not fully appreciated and recognized by its readers.

Because of the very brilliance of the subject matter, many movie directors and scenario
writers tried to make the story into a movie but, all failed mainly because the theme itself was
highly philosophical and was difficult to make a successful movie based on the original story.
Nevertheless, many in the movie industry believed in the brilliance of the theme and did not
give up and finally created this successful film version overcoming the past failures.

The success of this movie is due to several factors and it can be said that the main one
was the use of symbolic images for the basic theme. In addition, the symbolic images cre-
ated resulted in a movie that can easily be understood by the audience even with the very dif-
ficult theme. It also left the audience to look forward to an emotional drama with a love story.

It also created a movie which was not only highly artistic but one that fulfilled the
desires of the audience who were looking for a love story and an emotional drama.

All people, when they are young, look forward to the future with strong desires and full
of ambition. But, as they grow up and face reality, their dreams are shattered from time to
time. As a result, the majority of people who are faced with realities usually give up their
dreams and begin to take a defeatism attitude towards life. To these people the movie gives a
chance to take another look at their lives and suggests that they try again to improve their
lives. Those who see the movie will not only be awed with the story but also be revived a new
spirit to try again to charge their monotonous life.

It can be concluded that this is why the movie “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button”

became such a big hit and received many awards way above the original story.



