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SUMMARY

A Sketchy History of Ideas on ‘Open-mindedness’
Shin’ichi SOHMA

The objective of this article is to consider some main themes in order to deal with ‘the
openness of human being’ (open-mindedness) within the context of the history of ideas
through three historical examples; Henri Bergson, Philosophical Anthropology and Jan
Patocka. Bergson emphasized the roll of the privileged individuals who could liberate the
closed society. In Philosophical Anthropology, the openness of human being was seen not
only as the precondition of human being but also as a human ideal to be realized. Patocka
considered the possibility that the open soul to be converted to the outward being could over-
come the modernity as the era of closeness. In all cases, open-mindedness is seen as an
ambivalent appearance, since it does not see itself as a completed system.

In order to deal with open-mindedness in the context of the history of ideas, it is neces-
sary to consider the following points; the interrelation of three thoughts, how the history of
open-mindedness can be depicted, what aspects open-mindedness takes on, the historical and
social meaning of open-mindedness and the relationship between open-mindedness and

narrow-mindedness.



