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trata de la origen y guerras que han tenido los Turcos, desde su comienco hasta nuestros tiempos: con
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22 Ibid., p. 712.
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Summary

From Antagonism to Reconciliation between Two Great Empires:
A Study of Cervantes’ La gran sultana

Yasuhiro MIKURA

This study analyzes, in a historical context, how Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616)
depicted the relationship between Habsburg Spain and the Ottoman Empire in his play La
gran sultana ( The Great Sultana), published in the 1615 volume Ocho comedias y ocho entreme-
ses nuevos, nunca representados (Eight New Plays and Interludes, Never Performed).

In the sixteenth century, various Spanish writers believed that the Spanish and Ottoman
Empires were the two great universal empires and were predestined to clash. The writers
hoped that the Spanish Empire, as the leader of the Christendom, would destroy the Ottoman
Empire, the leader of Islam, in the future.

La gran sultana, written after the Hispano-Ottoman armistice of 1581, also regards the
Spanish and Ottoman Empires as two great empires of equal standing. However, this
Cervantine play, in which an Ottoman Sultan falls in love with a female Spanish captive of
noble blood and marries her amid much festivity, instead of emphasizing the enmity between

the two empires, interprets their relationship in a new way by focusing on their reconciliation.





