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UNSI YN CE S T I T

Summary

Establishment of Education for Children with Intellectual
Disabilities in Hiroshima Prefecture:

The Relationship between the Early History of Schools for

Children with Intellectual Disabilities and Institutions for
Children with Intellectual Disabilities

KANAKO HIRATA*

This study gives an overview of Hiroshima Prefecture’s process for establishing education
for children with intellectual disabilities and the relationship between how schools for children
with intellectual disabilities were founded and institutions for intellectual disabilities, based on
the histories of each school and relevant documents from private institutions. Schools for
children with intellectual disabilities were founded in rapid succession in Hiroshima ahead of
the 1979 repealing of regulations on deferring and exempting children with intellectual dis-
abilities from going to school. Prior to this, there were some initiatives at various institutions
setting up branch classes for school-aged children. Moreover, during the preparatory period
for these schools’ founding in 1975 and later, branch classrooms were sometimes established
within institutions. After the war and until the founding of the first schools, institutions for
intellectual disabilities took in school-aged children who were deferred or exempted from going
to school. Thus, educational practices were conducted at the institutions even if they fell out-
side the school education framework. Of the schools for children with intellectual disabilities
that were opened before April 1979, including branch campuses, four established classrooms at
institutions for intellectual disabilities. Eight institutions set up branch classrooms. With the
repealing of regulations on deferring and exempting children with intellectual disabilities from
going to school in 1979, these institutions” educational activities were transferred to the new

schools, where they have remained to this day.

* Hiroshima Shudo University



