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A VIO Y EET BT 505, BUERBKNARO 7 ¥ 27 5 VTl
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W, FHOAZANEAT YOI L ) — Ak ELBEME) A P TEEIC
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Netanyahu and Hamas:
The Symbiosis of Anti-Peace Forces

Yasushi Funatsu

In October 2023, the Islamist organization Hamas carried out surprise
attacks on Israeli military facilities, a music festival, and agricultural villages,
indiscriminately killing around 1,200 people, including women, children and
foreigners. Israeli military and intelligence agencies of the Netanyahu gov-
ernment were completely taken aback.

In the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, it is necessary to take into account the
power struggle between the pro-peace and anti-peace factions on both
sides. Prime Minister Netanyahu has made it his political mission to pre-
vent the implementation of the 1993 Oslo Peace Accords. If the peace pro-
cess gets back on track, a Palestinian state will be established with the West
Bank and Gaza as its territory. Many in Israel believe that Netanyahu's
failure to prevent such a large-scale terrorist plot is due to his downplaying
the military threat posed by Hamas, which is backed by Iran. Israeli peace
advocates have long criticized him for intentionally disrespecting the Pales-
tinian Authority, which aims to realistically establish a Palestinian state
through a two-state plan.

This article focuses on (1) the formation of a coalition government
between Likud and far-right and religious parties at the end of 2022, (2)
right-wing revisionist Zionism that is the basis of Netanyahu's anti-peace
ideology, (3) the Middle East peace process after the Oslo Accords, and
Hamas' control of Gaza. (4) Israeli experts’ criticism of his government policy.
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