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Summary

Do you hate a “successful woman”?
: A Case of Toden OL’s Murder in 1997

Ayumi KARIYA

The descriptions of victims (especially women) in media reports on crimes reflect how
the situation of contemporary cultures and society is. This article shows that since the Toden
OL’s murder case in 1997 the mass media’s reports have come to expose victims’ privacy
again although claim-making activism and discussions around the privacy issue to protect
criminal victims, especially for women victims, have been developed on the “the murder case
of a high school student packed with concrete” in 1989. This suggests that in the contempo-
rary times the criminal cases related to women victims have a sort of commercial values while
the people repeatedly discuss against the exposure of victims’ privacy in mass media.

Here I explore the social meaning that the reactions from women to the Toden OL’s
murder case were shown not as criticism but as sympathy to the victim woman. Their reac-
tions tell us that many women have been requested or compelled to be an “ideal woman” who
is on a subordinate position to men and who quits job because of marriage or childbirth in the
male-centered industrial society. What the “Toden OL’s murder case” reveals is that a
woman who tried to take a higher position in workplace than men should be considered as a

deviant from the “ideal woman’s figure.”





