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Summary

A Study of Two on a Tower
——Hardy’s Changing Attitude towards Science——

Toshiaki Endou

Thomas Hardy’s ninth novel, Two on a Tower, has been often criticized as its main mate-
rial, astronomy, is not effectively integrated into the story, even though he explained in his
letter to Edmund Gosse, ‘what I have aimed at (is) to make science not the mere padding of
a romance, but the actual vehicle of romance,” or in the ‘preface’ that he added in 1895 he con-
fessed his ‘wish to set the emotional history of two infinitesimal lives against the stupendous
background of the stellar universe’ to show readers ‘the smaller might be the greater to them
as men.’

The astronomer Swithin St. Cleeve is said to have devoted his whole life to the science
until he notices his de facto patron, Lady Constantine’s love for him. This romantic awaken-
ing seems to mean that he has begun to show ‘the essential human quality,” though, at this
very moment, the narrator of the story starts vitriolic criticism against Swithin as the scientist
and repeatedly traces out his crucial want of human quality. Some critics, such as Taylor,
hold that here Hardy denounces the excessive rationalism of science, but then it means that
Hardy goes against his professed wish to show the ‘contrasting magnitudes’ of the two.

In this thesis, I re-examined the role of science in the story, and tried to show Hardy’s

changing attitude towards science.





