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BENJAMIN: What if I was to tell you I wasn’t getting older — I was
getting younger than everybody else...
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THE WOMAN: Well, I'd feel very sorry for you... to have to see eve-
rybody you love, die before you. That would be an awful
responsibility...
BENJAMIN: I had never thought about life or death that way
before...
THE WOMAN: Benjamin... We’re meant to lose the people we love.

How else would we know how important they are to us. (92)%
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Summary

On the Structured Symbolic of Expression in the Movie

“The Curious Case of Benjamin Button”
Yuko Yamanaka

The film, “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button”, which was written origi-
nally by F. Scott Fitzgerald in 1922 was made into a movie in 2009 and re-
leased in that same year became an instant hit. The reason the movie was
a hit was because the audience could easily realize “the subject” involved
in the original story was made with the use of symbolic representation.

“The subject” treated in this film appeals to “the time” in one’s life of the
audience through the drama which describes Benjamin’s life time. The
drama depicts his life in a very unique way to augment what the main story
alone could not. It gives the audience a very strong impression and raises
the level of the drama.

The symbolic representation consists of four element, as follows:

The first element is to lay a solid foundation to recall one’s memory.

The second is to create symbols which are essential to express the mean-
ing of the subject.

The third is to develop separate levels to connect with the symbols in a
logical way.

The fourth is to weave them into the main theme without any difficulties.

Through structuring and weaving these four elements into the main sto-
ry, the symbolic representation is carried out by following the main story
but through independent expression.

As a result, the film reveals the theme of the original story of “If we re-
verse the time of our lives, what kind of life do we create and the subject in-
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volved become gradually apparent.”

The film, therefore, is strongly appreciated by the audience to the point
that people are controlled by the time, which exists like air.

The audience appreciates how precious one’s life is and how limited that
time is until one’s life ends that God gave them.

In the original story “One is born as an old man and becomes a baby
when he dies,” which is at first glance seems hardly unlikely, and unbeliev-
able. The film, however, appeals to the real happiness in which people
spends unintentionally everyday and gives the audience the courage and

hope to carry on.





