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Professor Malcolm Benson is a man of culture. In fact, more accurately, he might be
described as a man of many cultures. Before arriving in Japan in 1987, he had already lived
in six different countries: Ireland, England, Zambia, Kenya and the United States of America.
As a professor and researcher, one of his major interests over the past three decades or more
has been culture, in various guises. This has ranged from an ethnographic investigation of
the university lecture to the cultural norms that shape advertising, from the sociology of the
teaching and learning of English as a foreign language to the music of Eastern Europe.

His experiences in various countries have clearly impacted his research interests, such as
the teaching of English in Zambia and Ireland, or the experience of Arabic students studying
in the United States of America. He brought the same enquiring spirit with him to Hiroshima
Shudo University, investigating the attitudes of students of different faculties towards the
English language and its instruction at university level.

Throughout his career, Professor Benson has been intensely interested in the teaching of
English, and the majority of his publications have addressed some aspect of language teaching.
These include an analysis of ESL reading at university level, developments in English dictionar-
ies, video-based language teaching, and listening to English lectures.

Finally, Professor Benson has long shown an interest in the historical development of
traditions of English language teaching. Specifically, he has investigated language teaching
in the 1920s and 1930s, with particular attention paid to the treatment of listening and to the

work of Harold Palmer.
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