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Summary

Spanish Erasmism and the Ottoman Empire:
Focusing on Two Sixteenth-Century Dialogues

Yasuhiro MIKURA

This study analyzes how Spanish Erasmians of the sixteenth century viewed the Ottoman
Empire, focusing on two dialogues of the age: Alfonso de Valdés’ Didlogo de Mercurio y Caron
(Dialogue of Mercury and Caron), written in 1528-1530, and the anonymous Viaje de Turquia
(Voyage to Turkey), written in the latter half of the 1550’s.

In the Didlogo de Mercurio y Carén, Valdés, accepting Erasmus’ pacifism, limits the
legitimate purpose of the war against the Turks to their Christianization and expects that the
Turks will convert to Christianity voluntarily if they see the pure faith of the Christians. In
doing so, he shows, like Erasmus, a scarce interest in the real Turks and simplifies them by
placing them in a religious context only.

In contrast, the Viaje de Turquia, which is scarcely influenced by Erasmus’ pacifism,
makes no mention of any such unrealistic Christianization of the Turks. This dialogue situates
the Ottoman Empire in political and military context and argues that to confront the Ottoman
menace, it is necessary to understand the Turks as they really are.

Two reasons will be presented for the distinct views of the Ottoman Empire given by these
authors. First, while Valdés was a friend and contemporary of Erasmus, writing at the height
of Spanish Erasmism, the author of the Viaje wrote it after Erasmus’ death, during the decline
of Spanish Erasmism. Second and more important, it seems that the author of the Viaje,
conscious of the deepening Ottoman menace against Spain and influenced by Italian authors,

viewed the Ottoman Empire in a more realistic and complicated way.





