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Summary

Bangladeshis in Bangkok
—Preliminary consideration on them in the changing Thai society

and in the age of globalization——
TAKADA Mineo

Thailand situates just between East Asia and South Asia and its capital city Bangkok occu-
pys the position of a center of Southeast Asia. Though the city is a place of Southeast Asia,
we can find many South Asian or South Asian descendant people there. This paper focuses
on the Bangladeshi society in Bangkok, which experiences rapid changing since mid 1980s,
and discusses it in the relationships with the changing Thai society and also with the age of
globalization.

At first, the fact that there were and are very few studies conducted in relation with the
South Asian people and on their descendants is pointed out. It is also pointed out that there
are few reliable data or statistics on so-called Thai-Muslim, except Malay-speaking people liv-
ing in the Southern provinces of Thailand. The author suggests that this is partly because the
“self-portrait” of Thailand in which the nation is officially a “homogeneous society” and the
majority of it are Thai-speaking Buddhists. Both of “South Asian” as well as “Muslim” are not
match with this official portrait. In this sense, the South Asian Muslim such as Bangladeshi
is a minority in double meaning; they are at the same time “South Asian” and “Muslim”. That
is, they are “minority within minorities.”

Next, this paper discusses on a specific place where many Bangladeshis had concen-
trated; Pahurat, or strictly speaking, the outskirt of Pahurat area, western part of Bangkok.
From the mid 1980s to 1990s, we found many Bangladeshis in the area. That was a meeting
point and place of information exchange of people those who headed to and come back from
Japan or South Korea. Pahurat was, in this sense, a “hub” of the migration and information
flow between South Asia and East Asia.

Today, in 2010, that place, i.e., the outskirt of Pahurat is almost empty and we seldom find
Bangladeshi there. Instead, we can find many established restaurants, guest houses or travel

agencies in Sukhumvit area, eastern part of Bangkok. Relating to the reason of this sift of
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place, the rise of China in international economic seine, the economic development of Bangla-
desh, and the rapid transformation of the Bangkok city are discussed.

Lastly, these are pointed out that this sift of place, from Pahrat to Sukhumvit, is partly a
result of accumulation which each Bangladeshi individual chose their own activity, and that it

is also a reflection of the moving of the gravity of Bangkok city itself.
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