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SUMMARY

Jan Patoca’s Criticism to Comenius?
—— Before and After his Lecture in Olomouc 1967 —

Shinichi Sohma

Jan Patoc¢ka’s study of Comenius conducted late in life accomplished some important
transformation. The change is clearly shown in his lecture in Olomouc 1967 in which he
described Comenius’ Pansophy as “a fairy tale”. It can be said that the change of the evalua-
tion of Comenius in this lecture was more or less influenced by the publication of Foucault's
“the Order of Things”. Some researchers of Comenius suggest that Patoc¢ka’s interest in
Comenius has declined by an impact of Foucault. However, through examining his Comenius
study after his lecture in Olomouc, it can be seen that he undertook some points expressed by
Foucault and showed the new possibility of the Comenius study. Before having known Fou-
cault, Pato¢ka was already critical of the trend of Comenius study at that time that were apt to
fall into the modernization of Comenius. His critical attitude is shared with that of Foucault.
However, while evaluating the concept of episteme of Foucault, Pato¢ka took a cautious attitude
towards the historical viewpoint to emphasize the gaps in history. Although Comenius
assumed analogy as the basis of his academic methodology, Foucault considered it to be a
museum piece after the two transformations of episteme. In contrast, Pato¢ka commented that
Comenius’s adherence on analogy was based upon the idelalization of the objects rather than
its recognition. This can be considered to be his response from the Comenius study to Fou-
cault’s interpretation. Concerning Comenius’ Pansophy, Patocka discussed that it was based
upon theocentrism rather than anthropocentrism, despite that Pansophy was affinitive to
anthropology. His interpretation separates Comenius from a claim of Foucault to sentence of
the end of anthropocentrism through the transformation of episteme. Patocka recognized a
closed soul within the mathematical intellect in the intellectual revolution of the 17th century
whereas Foucault emphasized the closure attitude within an analogical way of thinking flour-
ished in the Renaissance era. Furthermore, while seeing the present day as the times of the

closed soul, Pato¢ka suggested new historical epoch, in which the thoughts of the open soul
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typically seen in Comenius can be reconsidered. As a result, Pato¢ka reevaluated the tran-
scendentalism tendency in Comenius’ thought and showed his existentialistic interpretation of
Comenius. On the other hand, his interpretation was not so-called religious and theological
one. It is likely to be said that Foucault’s impact functioned as a catalyst for the transformation

of Patocka’s Comenius study.



