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‘Azabu-daijin-den’ in the Circular Newspaper Dainippon:
A Comparison of Two Versions of a Biographical Article

Written by Kumagusu Minakata

Fumiko Yoshikawa

This paper examines how Kumagusu Minakata developed a biographical article entitled ‘Azabu-daijin-
den’ ['A Biography of Azabu-daijin’] in the Circular Newspaper Dainippon published in Ann Arbor,
Michigan in 1889. The article was written as the first one in a biographical series named ‘Kinsei
Meishi-den’ ['A Biographical Series of Modern Celebrities’]. Azabu-daijin is a nickname of Taijiro
Nakagawa, who was a close friend of Kumagusu when they were both in Ann Arbor from 1888 to 1889.
The article introduces Taijiro’s family background and life including a lighthearted account of his
romantic episodes. There is a draft of this article in one of Kumagusu’s notebooks used while he was
in America. The draft is much shorter and different in some respects from the final version of the
article.

First, the draft of Kumagusu’s article is transcribed here because it has not been put in type though
the final version has been in print included in the first volume of Minakata Kumagusu Nikki [The Diaries
of Kumagusu Minakata] published in 1987. Next, records related to Taijiro Nakagawa are brought
together. Finally, a comparison between the draft and final version of the article is carried out and the
differences between the two versions are closely examined. These are analyzed by taking into account
two other writings by Kumagusu which also describe the life and character of Taijiro Nakagawa, one in
another circular newspaper Chinji-hyoron and the other Kumagusu's letter written in 1892 addressed to
his childhood friend, Takesaburo Kitahaba.

By identifying the differences between the two versions, that is, what is omitted and what content
is developed in the final version, this paper helps shed light on Kumagusu'’s everyday interests and on
the development of his writing style in his early days.

1 ©Fumiko Yoshikawa
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