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Summary

The Construction of discourses on YAOI
Aida Miho

The objective of this article is to clarify, from the perspective of gender, how it has influ-
enced on the pleasures by women, producers and/or readers of YAOI that YAOI has been told
as “works dealing with male-male love”.

So far YAOI has been read and interpreted from the perspective of gender and sexuality as
“works describing male-male love and sex”. These works show that women enjoy love and sex
between men and it may deconstruct and subvert the heterosexist and gender norms.

This article focuses on how the word “YAOI” developed and places emphasis on that YAOI
is not only the “works on male-male love” but also a new form of expression of MANGA.

The fields of the discourses over “YAOI” definitions moved gradually from the ones made
by producers and readers of “YAOI” to the ones made by researchers. Here I will deal with
the three fields including “YAOI” definitions: “conversations” or “dialogues” in DOJINSHI (self-
published works), essays and critiques by those produce and read DOJNSHI, and the

researches which deal with “YAOI” as “the works on male-male love and sex”.



