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Summary

Shop-in-Shop Direct Retailing of Farmers’ Group in
the Metropolitan Area: a Case Study of Farmers’
Market A in Hiroshima

Izumi Yano

Recently, farmers’ market has become a popular retail place for the
consumers especially who live in city. There are both pull-factors, such as
consumers’ preference, and push-factors, such as aging problem of farmers,
for farmers to promote their sales at farmers’ market. However, many
farmers’ markets have faced to some difficulties in the management of the
markets, such as a limited range of items, a limitation in quantity, mal-access
for consumers and so on. In this paper, “Shop-in-Shop” operation is focused
as one of the solutions to overcome above problems and the factors for
success and problems of “Shop-in-Shop” operation by farmers’ market are
examined through a case study.

As a result, in the case study, “Shop-in-Shop” in GMS operation has
brought the following results: 1) increase in sales of farmers’ market, 2)
improvement of eminence of them and their town among urban consumers,
3) diversification of clientele (mainly increase of the aged customers) of
GMS, 4) improvement of corporate images of GMS such as “treating fresh
food” and “supporting agriculture in the region”. Those results affected both
farmers’ market and GMS in good way, especially, for farmers to strengthen
the bargaining power toward a large-scale retail company.

— 263 —



