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bhvbiud-- KL ZH ORI L, REXIMRFLHFHFLT, FEOZAZHOLES
% %137\, (Rambler: 41, 1750.8.7, 111, p. 221)

AEIZHOLWLEHDOZRRIZLEDLIDOVBFDEDD XD Th b, (Rambler: 203,
1752.2.25,V, p. 291)

HEIE (22 DhIZEYShL LITnE, G22I L3UETHL, €L H
HBZDLDDPFERIENS TH Do TORLFEMHDPIOPITHETH, HEP R DX
DIZFLTHbH, dler 58,1759.5.26, 11, p. 182)

HRIEZNEABF—FHOERTHY, BEOLLL ZOMNEZLREDERTH 5. (Letters:
1762.6.8, 1, p. 203)

LD [RERESUKRFITHFL T, FEOZEAZHLEI 2B ] X, AHOFF
DL HEOLEEEREERKL TwD, ZOoHIE, B®, vabbmgisRkizde
HHI e, AMOETHY, BIVZWI L, 20 [HEIF (BRI 2RAICEYSH
5], [ZORLHEMPSCPICHEZETH ] X, F—ETRZLHIC, BREGZIIAG IO
MhEnZ E, FW 2 NEHHIERE NPTV E, L2 LZOMIHIESETEZnwI %
EL, HBNZZEEZRDOLbDTHL, REOXIE, T0L) R MO LHEE, [Z
DOMAIE. 2 B EO¥AE | (the chief happiness which this world affords) & 22, FEMGIC
SHEITREZLEREL TS, HREIDMOLNEEY Y RTL, KEFRZRL L2 L
NV, LAPALENTOHLOWHLEZEL, BVRDLZETLAANEERIZLZN V. A
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(5] OFTT T APRINAT- 722 205, BREFLOXFTH-7zL 3wz, Eido
FIHZRIE, Ya vy VIEENREATEERZ L V) Bl H - 72139 T, PRLIAHE
OBFITIERERERZ LI TE Loz, TAREXRTH, ZOPWHICXKIIShTn5
EHEFFED BV Lo T, MEEIERSIN TV L INEIE, 228 - L oM & 2%
T%L, BMBNLEZHETHLD, ZNEMHERTEXZMEP, HEELOAITETETRE
DN EVITH D,
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726, DEWEL I LIE, 2. HAEFTZEARS LT Zvb, HHIZEZHA
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AAVEEE LCTA LTy 7 2T 250 LD LiEih RfE k~o51F T,
ZOBHOWLVEHIE, Vo SVOREMLER LML, FRKD Y B LW LED
LA LATYS W) BRAET . 545 ADEERZNICITET S b DT, &b) Dk
WHEERHEMCZTANTOVELEMIRTE LD TH S, HLICHEHTLIHEEOEF L \WT —
SOEENS, BBNAZENOREN, ChPRBEICHNLF—<Thb, REORILS
MIZH EODNRITNIER B vy,

MRERO VR P L E SN GBI LEE) 13, Mo, SE
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4) JEELLT @b ‘Such, said Nekayah, ‘is the state of life, that none are happy but by the anticipa-
tion of change: the change itself is nothing; when we have made it, the next wish is to change again.
The world is not yet exhausted; let me see something tomorrow which I never saw before.’
‘Variety, said Rasselas, ‘is so necessary to content that even the happy valley disgusted me by the
recurrence of its luxuries.’

COHRTA AT v 7 IZBEREOAETHFIZOVWTEED, ZOROETHOREALZH LS, TDZOD
LD I3 M TR A Do
5) JE3Zix “The conclusion, in which nothing is concluded” .
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Summary

Samuel Johnson——On Rasselas (1)——
ISHII Yoshihiro

The first part of my essay is to suggest an overall framework for interpreting the tale by
analyzing its dynamics that prompt Rasselas to continue with his ‘choice of life.” The point will
explain how the readers position themselves with him and keep watching his attempts to the
last chapter. This will also clarify what factor of the work should be most rated.

Particularly important for my argument is to examine the talk about happiness between the
prince and his old teacher, and to trace the prince’s mental changes in the Happy Valley after
that. It demonstrates that by the time Rasselas finally escapes from the Valley, he has been
characterized as a pursuer of hope by the name of the ‘choice of life.’

My next argument is on two designs that help to propel the story forward. One is a
biased, negative description of people from different conditions of life, and the other is Rasselas’
s quite positive view of human nature. The effects of them always let him have another try
after a failure in his ‘choice.” And those designs result in making the subject matter clearer by
introducing the key aspect of hope: hope that he should accept as “the chief happiness,” no
matter how delusive it might be.

It is true that the last chapter leaves the readers confused when it ends without his final
success, but my argument over the framework shows that the ‘choice’ is permanent, and then
that more importantly the major cause for the confusion stems from the sudden ending of the
story that makes them glimpse the reality of hope. This is a literary trick that we should
highly rate about Rasselas.



