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Summary

A Consideration Regarding Leisure Education Professionals
Tetsuichiro Horita

In spite of the fact that recreation has been regulated clearly as a service associated with
improvement in education for children with disabilities under Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act in the U.S, deployment of therapeutic recreation professionals to take responsibility
for providing such service has not increased across the country. Such actual situation is
believed to be a reason for it that social recognition is less for the therapeutic recreation as a
related service. Possible measures to improve such actual situation include sufficient improve-
ment of contents and instructing environment in therapeutic recreation curriculum of universi-
ties, which is especially aimed at cultivating graduates working at schools, as well as subsidiza-
tion for personnel training by the government to universities. In addition, associations for
leisure education professionals have not hitherto interacted much with schools in Japan. To
bring insights from the leisure vision to busy Japanese teachers, and to facilitate recognition of
ideas from the leisure field by teachers and policy makers, it will be useful to study how to
introduce the workforce to recreation services for children with disabilities, including adapted
physical education, occupational therapy, and physical therapy outside of schools, or to create

opportunities for teacher trainings to provide special recreation for these children.
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