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Summary

A study on the pronunciation of the initial
consonant & (h) in Korean language

Kim Hyun Yong

The purpose of this study is to clarify the pronunciation of the initial consonant & (h)
when the initial consonant & (h) follows after the final consonants - (n), 2 (r), @ (m).

First, I outlined the transition of pronunciation in Korean (mainly in South Korea) and then
clarified the pronunciation method of the initial consonant & (h) when the initial consonant &
(h) follows after the final consonants - (n), 2 (r), @ (m) with the rules of ‘Korean standard
pronunciation (E#£%8355)".  Secondly, I analyzed the explanation of when the initial consonant
< (h) follows the final consonants /v (n), 2 (r), @ (m) / in Korean language teaching materi-
als (mainly university teaching materials), Korean dictionaries including a Korean dictionary of
the national institute of the Korean language, Never Korean dictionary, Google Korean dictionary.
Thirdly, I examined how Korean university students and Japanese Mandarin Speakers learning
Korean perceive the initial consonant & (h) when the initial consonant & (h) follows after the
final consonants /- (n), 2 (r), @ (m)/. The results of the study are as follows:

South Korea and North Korea had different pronunciation and pronunciation notation on
the initial consonant & (h) after the final consonants /- (n), 2 (r), @ (m)/. In Korea the
initial consonant & (h) after the final consonants /v (n), 2 (), @ (m)/ was pronounced as it
was. Butin South Korea it was weakened. The Korean language materials and Korean
dictionaries published in Japan were divided into those that follow South Korean pronunciation
rules and those that follow North Korean pronunciation rules. These differences can cause
confusion for learners.

Considering that pronunciation change and pronunciation rules are “the most difficult
thing”, “weak things” for Japanese Speakers who learn Korean, it is necessary to pronunciate
clearly the initial consonant & (h) when the initial consonant & (h) follows after the final con-
sonants - (n), 2 (r), @ (m). To solve such a pronunciation notation problem, Japanese

translation of Korean standard pronunciation is urgent.
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