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Summary

An Examination of Teachers and Staffs’ Understanding of
Gender and Sexual Diversity in Japanese Schools

Yutaka MANO

This study seeks to investigate teachers and staffs’ understanding of sexual minority in
Japanese schools. We have conducted a questionnaire survey regarding issues on gender and
sexual diversity among staff working at elementary schools, junior high schools and senior high
schools in Japan (N = 482) between April 2015 and August 2016.

The results revealed that over 90% of the respondents overestimated the number of GID
individuals in the overall LGBTQ + population. In addition, when asking about the relationship
of “same-sex marriage” and population decline, about 40% of the respondents considered that
sexual minorities resulted in the depopulation.

These findings indicated that the majority of Japanese school staffs were lack of accurate
knowledge and understanding of gender and sexual diversity. We suggest that the uptake of

training on sexual and gender diversity for school members offer a way to change this situation.



