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Abstract

The Representations of the Father in the German Film
Good Bye Lenin!: a Rebirth of the Nation and the Homeland

Hiroaki Furukawa

This paper examines Wolfgang Becker's German film Good Bye Lenin! and aims to reveal
what the representations of the father figure mean in the film. Especially, the paper deals with
four people: Robert Kerner, Sigmund Jdhn, Vladimir Lenin, and Jesus Christ.

In this film, Robert Kerner is the father of the protagonist, Alex. He stands for the
Fatherland, namely, the German Democratic Republic, which abandoned the people, but,
through reunification, was born again as a new homeland. Sigmund J4hn is the first German
cosmonaut and a spiritual father to Alex. In the beginning, he stands for the glory of the
Fatherland, but after a while, he stands for the falling Fatherland. In the end, his representa-
tion comes to exemplify the idealistic homeland through the image of his flight. Vladimir
Lenin is the father of Russian Socialism and the Soviet Union. The statue of Lenin in the film
is the idol of a lie, and the scene in which it is flown away by a helicopter into twilight stands
for the end of the era when falsehood rules people. A painted portrait of Jesus Christ appears
in the film as a sign that the era has ended. The film Good Bye Lenin! has a story construction
similar to that of the Bible. In the film, Sigmund Jihn, Alex, and “Sandmann,” a puppet in a
German bedtime television program for children, correspond respectively to God, the Father,
the Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.

From the point of view of media studies and politics, the main point of the film is rebirth

of the nation and homeland for the people who once belonged to East Germany.
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