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Summary

The Establishment and Expansion of Education for Children with
Intellectual Disabilities in Hiroshima Prefecture:
Focusing on the Educational Philosophy and
Practice of AWAYA Nobuo and
TANAKA Masao

HIRATA KANAKO

This research reveals the characteristic features of the establishment and expansion of
education for children with intellectual disabilities in Hiroshima prefecture using magazine
articles and prior research. In Hiroshima during the Meiji, Taisho, and early Showa eras (ca.
1870-1930), special classes aimed at children with intellectual disabilities struggled to survive
due to lack of support from the state and the administrative system as well as because of limita-
tions on identifying the “children with intellectual disabilities” to whom the classes were
directed. In these circumstances, Onaga Elementary School continued to offer special educa-
tion classes to children with intellectual disabilities for 22 years until 1945. To explain the
flourishing of special education at Onaga Elementary school, practical reports, practical reports
and the like described several innovations that solved a number of contemporary issues in
education for those with intellectual disabilities. When Onaga Elementary School opened the
special classes, intelligence tests were performed, and classes were organized according to the
results. Furthermore, Awaya argued strongly that students with disabilities needed “special
education.” This perspective on education to have been influenced by characteristics of the
region, where children of all kinds could be found due, for example, to the presence of orphan-
ages and reform schools in the town where the elementary school was located. Moreover,
Tanaka, the first teacher in charge of the special class, learned about educating children and
adults with intellectual disabilities at the facility for children with intellectual disabilities,
Takinogawa Gakuen, where he worked before he resigned from teaching in 1931 to open an
education therapy facility. Since expansion of its teaching practice, the facility prioritized devel-

opmental support centered on the individual affected. In summary, the explanation for the
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growing practice of educating children with intellectual disabilities is inferred to comprise the
factors of: (1) the scientific evaluation of children to be educated, using psychological testing;
(2) awareness of the children’s broader background, not just their disability; and (3) striving to

adopt a point of view centered on the individual effected, rather than developing and expanding

on lessons.
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