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Summary

A study on morality textbooks from a human rights perspective

——Focusing on “kindness, compassion” of elementary school 5th and 6th graders——
Kazumi Kimura

In March 2015, the Enforcement Regulations of School Education Act was revised, and
“moral education” became “special subject morality”. Accordingly, the course of study was also
revised. “Special subject morality” will be fully implemented in elementary school from 2018
and junior high school from 2019. Textbooks were adopted in elementary schools in 2017 and
junior high school in 2018. However, there are many voices who are still worried about “spe-
cial subject morality”. Under these circumstances, there is the argument that a human rights
perspective should be utilized in the practice of moral education.

This paper analyzed reading materials on “kindness, compassion” that is published in the
morality textbooks used by elementary school 5th and 6th graders from a human rights per-
spective.

As the results of analysis of morality textbooks, many themes can be categorized as human
rights issues. It became clear that practicing to rethink the works of society as “actual prob-
lem” including a human rights perspective in “multifaceted / multilateral” is sufficiently possi-
ble.

However, incorporating a human rights perspective does not solve everything. Aggres-

sive discussion is required from now on how to practice in “special subject morality”.
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