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Abstract

The Iteration of the end of the war in Ozu Yasujiro's “Tokyo Story”:
Analogies and correspondences between July 1953 and August 1945

Hiroaki Furukawa

The purpose of this paper is to examine Ozu Yasujiro’s movie “Tokyo Story” from a media
theory point of view and to clarify the significance of this film. This article focuses in particular
on the month of July and the events that appear in the movie occurring in that month. This film
was released in 1953. The important point is that the days and dates of July 1953 coincide with
the same days and dates of August 1945. That is, the July of 1953, when the story of the elderly
couple Shukichi and Tomi takes place, is superimposed on the last days of the war in August
1945, where Japanese people really saw the end of the war.

It is believed that Tomi’s worsening condition in the movie occurs the 6th and 9th of July,
which suggests the dates of the atomic bombings of 1945. Also, it is believed that Tomi’s
death occurred on July 15th, which is also a suggestion of the date the war ended. Therefore,
Tomi, in the film, is “repeating” the days before the end of the war, and Tomi’'s death represents
the death of the Great Japanese Empire. Consequently, it can be said that this film represents
the death of the home country and the Japanese people’s acceptance of the transition from old

Japan to new Japan.



