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Summary

History of resistance from sexual minorities and the possibilities of
its diffusion: the case of Stonewall Inn Riot, New York City

Kazuya KAWAGUCHI

On the 27th of June 1969, at the Stonewall Inn in New York City, a small bar where sexual
minorities came together, the customers set out the resistance to the police raid. This resis-
tance had continued for several days. It became bigger and bigger to be called “riot” or “upris-
ing” and this was supposed to be the beginning of lesbian and gay liberation. This event was
often considered as the “first” resistance from the oppressed sexual minorities to the authori-
ties, and symbolized to be world-wide pride celebration.

The objective of this paper is to explore why and how the Stonewall Inn Riot became the
symbol or myth of the historical resistance from sexual minorities and it was remembered and

maintained in the people’s memory.



