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Summary

Gender messages in morality textbooks

——VFocusing on the teaching material “Bradley’s Bill"—
Kazumi Kimura

In 2015, the Enforcement Regulations of School Education Act was revised, and “moral
education” became “special subject morality”. “Special subject morality” uses textbooks.
Morality textbooks have been used at elementary schools since 2018 and at junior high schools
since 2019. The textbook is the main teaching materials of the subject. Textbooks are
known to act as “hidden curriculum”. It is necessary to examine the contents of the newly
created morality textbooks. This paper analyzes the contents of morality textbooks from a
gender perspective.

This paper analyzed the teaching material “Bradley’s Bill”. “Bradley’s Bill” is a teaching
material to learn “family love, fulfilling family life”. The focus on “Bradley’s Bill” is because the
family love and the role of the mother are clearly described.

As a result of analysis, “Bradley’s Bill” was a teaching material that included the gender
messages “Housework is the role of the mother”, “Housework is free of charge”, “Housework
is an expression of love”. If teachers are not aware of these, there is a possibility that “precon-
ceptions about gender roles”, “justification for unpaid work”, and “lack of social perspective on

housework” may be promoted.



