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Summary

L1 Japanese speakers’ behaviors and awareness in contact situations:
A pedagogical implication for multicultural co-learning courses

Mitsuko Takei' and Miho Fujiwara2

The quest for fostering global competency has been attracting attention to multicultural co-
learning at Japanese universities (Iwasaki & Ikeda 2015, Suematsu 2017). Multicultural co-
learning is a designed educational environment from which both local and international stu-
dents benefit by utilizing opportunities to learn from the process of accomplishing given tasks
together while overcoming any potential linguistic and cultural barriers in the course of com-
munication (Sakamoto, Horie and Yonezawa 2017). Such co-learning courses demonstrate an
academic-context instance of contact situations, more specifically, partner language contact
situations (Japanese use between local students with Japanese as L1 and international students
with various L1) as depicted in Fan (1994).

This paper attempts to characterize L1 Japanese speakers’ roles perceived in contact situ-
ations and their behaviors in project-based interactions with Japanese learners, by analyzing two
sets of video-recorded three-person conversation data in a pseudo multicultural co-learning
setting. In the analysis, the focus is on the L1 speakers’ speakership/listenership behaviors in
relation to their role perceptions, attitudes and awareness investigated from their remarks made
in the follow-up interviews. Particular attention is given to the language behaviors represented
by the utterance ratio, and the use of aizuchi (backchannelling) and interrogative expressions
in contact situations. The contrastive analysis result of the two data sets is presented as poten-

tial pedagogical implications for multicultural co-learning practice.
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