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Summary

Developmental support provided to children with intellectual
disabilities in Hiroshima Prefecture during the founding
period of special needs education

Hirata Kanako

This study reveals the status of developmental support for children with intellectual dis-
abilities after the Meiji period (1868-), focusing on the early Showa era (1926—1988) when
special needs education for children started to be provided in Hiroshima Prefecture. Articles
featured in magazines specializing in social work and education were sourced and analyzed.

Until 1868, children with intellectual disabilities in Hiroshima Prefecture received education
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within the community from various teachers who compiled unique programs and curricula.
Children with severe disabilities, on the other hand, were assumed to be “impossible to edu-
cate,” and were disqualified from education or developmental support. Their actual status was
never described in magazine articles or other media. During and after the Taisho period
(1912-1926), interest in children’s welfare increased, prompting a variety of measures, such as
the establishment of childcare consultation centers and the opening of special needs classes.
The handling of children with intellectual disabilities tended to be regarded as a public safety
measure and fell into the category of “the handling of abnormal children.” Yoshihide Kubo,
who worked as a counselor at a childcare consultation center that opened in 1922, performed
an intelligence test targeting pupils attending Onaga Elementary School in Hiroshima, and was
also involved in setting up a special needs class within the school. In addition, Kubo was
appointed as a member of the Investigative Committee for the Relief of Feeble-Minded Chil-
dren, evidence of the high expectations placed on him by the prefecture’s educational and
developmental support community. Onaga Elementary School also attracted attention for its
unique educational practices, which were mentioned in a report by the Ministry of Education
that was released at the time. However, very few developmental consultations were related to
intellectual development; many concerned physical ailments, with parents requesting the issu-
ance of prescriptions. This revealed that the interest of parents and guardians was not suffi-
ciently focused on measures to address delayed intellectual development. With the exception
of Onaga Elementary School, no formal education for disabled children was provided on a
continuous basis. It appears that the programs and activities carried out at Hiroshima Educa-
tion and Treatment School (currently the Roppd Gakuen Social Welfare Foundation), the tenth
support facility for children with intellectual disabilities established in Japan, drew little or no

public interest.



