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Summary

The Study of ‘SEIKATU SANJYUTU’ on the primary school attached
Hiroshima Higher Normal School during Taisho Era

Keiko Kimura

This study aims to investigate whether it is possible to identify the beginning and develop-
ment of life-centered arithmetic in the Hiroshima Higher Normal School Education Research
Group during the Taisho period (1912-1926). The Hiroshima Higher Normal School led the
Taisho New Education initiative and worked on theoretical and practical research for the pro-
motion of general education. The Department of Arithmetic within Taisho New Education was
called “Life-Centered Arithmetic.” By reviewing the monthly magazine “School Education”
published by the Hiroshima Higher Normal School Education Research Group in the Taisho
period, we were able to obtain three points of suggestion for life-centered arithmetic. First, the
Education Research Group is a monthly research group based on the research of education,
psychology, ethics, and philosophy. “School Education” is created through adding practical
assertions to the logical assertions of this research group. Philosophical assertions and prac-
tical assertions are asserted at the same time. Second, assertions relating to arithmetic educa-
tion were issued almost every month. If considered from the time of publishing, it seems
arithmetic education was asserted as a new education. Third, practical assertions in the Math-
ematics Department have doubled since 1924. It was around the same time that life-centered
arithmetic became popular nationwide. From the above, it is possible to clarify the relationship
between the philosophy of the new education of the Hiroshima Higher Normal School and the
practice in the Mathematics Department by examining “School Education.” “School Educa-

tion” can thus be compared with the life-centered arithmetic provided nationally.



