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Summary

Current status of and problems with the early detection of
disabilities in children, and their care and education

Kanako Hirata

Amid increasing diversification of the needs and services associated with caring for
and educating about infants with disabilities, we examined previous research and data on
the viewpoints and attitudes that supporters should have.

We found that, in developmental support that includes care and education, it is impor-
tant to foster a sense of trust in adults and a willingness to seek support. These capaci-
ties are also valuable for preventing and intervening early in secondary disabilities, and
from the perspective of lifelong development, they are important factors that should be
nurtured during infancy. As for the attitudes of supporters involved in care and educa-
tion, it was clear that being able to “correctly” grasp a child’s condition is essential. This
includes both correctly understanding the characteristics of how individual disabilities
develop as well as correctly grasping what the provided support has been nurturing within
a child. If developmental support based on the correct understanding of a child’s condi-
tion is not provided, it could hinder their development of a sense of trust in others, which
should be nurtured as part of care and education.

Care and education were not only important to the child receiving support but also to
their caregivers. When proper developmental support is provided in addition to direct
assistance, it helps caregivers gain a better understanding of the child’s condition, learn
about their relationship with the child, and gradually accept the child’s disability.

However, as the scope of developmental assistance for children with disabilities
—which includes child development support—expands and access to information changes,
it creates environments that make it more difficult to correctly understand a child’s condi-

tion or select the necessary developmental support services.



