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2 49 1.53  0.87 57 4.04 1.32 49 2.12 1.25 57 3.81 1.36

3 49 1.53  0.87 57 4.25 1.14 49 2.14 1.27 57 2.56  1.18

4 49 1.57  0.89 57 3.96 1.41 49 2.10 1.28 57 3.12  1.52

5 49 2.80 1.19 57 3.60 1.61 49 3.51  1.42 57 3.09 1.50
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FU A (F(4,416) =10.93, n?=.10) OFTRHRE LHAMER (F(4, 416) =13.39, n2=.11)
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Table 4 BEEAMOTECRERE (R8&2)

TR N E
Sy (N=1548) (N=1548)
M SD M SD
1 2.78 1.36 2.80 1.09
2 2.70 1.36 2.62 1.10
3 2.78 1.32 2.75 1.07
4 2.60 1.32 2.86 1.07
5 2.85 1.31 2.44 1.03
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otz (F(1,105) =8.15, 2= .07)s ¥ F V) A DERR (F(4,420) =2.02, n2=.02) BLUK
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AR (F(4,424) =0.49, n2=.00) B LORESEM (F(4,424) =0.22, n2=.00) FZHETE%
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JEF B INS ISR
Sy F (N=54) (N=52)
M SD M SD
1 2.46 1.46 2.90 1.43
2 2.35 1.25 2.50 1.21
3 2.48 1.34 2.79 1.72
4 2.74 1.48 2.94 1.49
5 2.46 1.33 2.75 1.28

Table 9 EAR HEHEE LS OFIE CFERE (FER3)

EUNTECE PR HEETLS

JREEE JE JRGE e INtEIES
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M SD M SD M SD M SD
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5 2.07 1.15 2.69 1.39 2.24 1.09 2.77 1.32
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o TR 1 M FI TR 21

JRGEE A Js JRGEE Ji
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M SD M SD M SD M SD
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Abstract

What is the Problem of Harmful Rumours?:
The Vignette Experimental Evidence of the Paradox between the
Recognition of Harmful Rumours and the Purchasing Behaviour

Daisuke NAKANISHI, Ai IZUMI, Kunihiro YOKOTA and Mako FUJIKAWA

In this study, we aimed to reveal the psychological mechanisms promoting and maintaining
harmful rumours. The harmful rumours hold a paradox between recognition of harmful
rumours as socially undesirable and personal behaviour of withholding purchase. We tried to
describe the paradox in harmful rumours by using the vignette experiments. In the experi-
ments, participants read five scenarios of harmful rumours, and rated their desirability of harm-
ful rumours and regret emotion when they would not purchase foods that proved their safety
later. Another scenario that people wasted by advertisement, which includes same structure as
harmful rumours, was conducted as a compared condition. The results showed that harmful
rumours were regarded as more undesirable than advertisement, and participants tended to

feel less regret in possibly harmful purchase than by advertisement.

Keywords: harmful rumours, regret, Error Management Theory



