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Summary

Illegal Abortion as Depicted in Three Films:
Toward the Realization of Reproductive
Health and Reproductive Rights

Naoko KIMURA

“Abortion” is the act of artificially interrupting pregnancy. In Japan, abortion is rarely
regarded as a positive choice or right of the persons concerned, and its ongoing criminalization
generates feelings of guilt and a climate of silence. Internationally, there is a stronger trend
towards recognizing abortion as part of women’s self-determination and bodily and reproductive
choices. Feminist movements have put forward the concept of reproductive health and repro-
ductive rights, which has also been taken up in women'’s studies and gender studies. This
paper examines whether and how this idea has been adopted in contemporary societies, by
analysing the three films, “Une Affaire De Femmes / Story of Women” (1988), “The Cider
House Rules” (1999), and “4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days” (2007). The portrayal of abortion
in these three films suggests that neglecting reproductive health can harm not only “bodies
capable of childbearing” but also those around them, and beyond generations. The films show
the protagonists’ resistance to the policies of their respective governments and to rules limiting
their choices. While resistance is important, it is essential to go beyond mere resistance to

build a society that enables all women to attain and maintain reproductive health.



