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Summary

Consideration about Kawadori Mochi

—— memories and history lost in modern Hiroshima ——
Gouichi Nakamichi

At present, many people in Hiroshima and other areas of Hiroshima Prefecture think of
Kawadori Mochi, which is produced and sold by Kameya Co. (Higashi Ward, Hiroshima City).
Kameya's Kawadori Mochi is a Japanese confectionery made of gyuhi with walnuts and sprin-
kled with soybean flour, and is readily available throughout the year at various facilities includ-
ing department stores, train stations, and airports. However, few people know that Kameya's
Kawadori Mochi is a new or improved version of the Kawadori Mochi that existed in Hiroshima
in the past. Even fewer people know that the original Kawadori Mochi was made with red
beans and that it was customary to eat it on December 1st.

In addition, the stone that is said to be the origin of Kawadori Mochi, and the related folk-
lore, have been pointed out to be different from what is generally circulated and recognized
today, but this too is not well known. For example, the stirrup stone displayed at the Aki
Takada City Museum of History and Folklore as a stone that caused strange phenomena has
been neglected to this day, despite the fact that another sacred stone was shown to exist during
the Meiji period. In addition, it has been pointed out since the Edo period that there is a rela-
tionship with the custom of eating rice cakes on the first day of the twelfth month of the lunar
calendar to avoid water disasters.

In this paper, I have examined the Kawadori Mochi from the perspective of folk religion
research, and I have been conscious of carefully checking the folklore and various documents
related to Kawadori Mochi (such as “Kokugunshi Goyou ni Tsuki Shitashirabe Kakidashichou”,
“Geihan Tsuushi”, “Chishinshu”, etc.). By confirming and discussing the points and issues
raised in the previous studies by Kumami Kyokusui (Sadajiro) and Oikawa Taikei (Giemon), I

was able to draw a rough history of the area up to the present day.



