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Summary

A Position of Fine Art as General Education in University
——A Case of Ben Shahn——

Hideaki Numamoto

In the context of fine art as general education, it is not easy for university teachers to
evenly instruct all the students in a classroom, since they need to respect each student’s values
in order to inspire their students one by one. This paper examines how Ben Shahn (1898-
1969) positioned fine art in general education in university, as an artist who highlighted the
significance of it. Examining The Shape of Content, published after his Charles Eliot Lectures
at Harvard University, and the artist career, this paper explores Shahn’s perspective. Shahn,
as a subjective realist, defined art work as an inquiry of the artist’s self, seeing the reality with
his own subjectivity and himself from the objective standpoint. Also, he emphasized the neces-
sity of liberal arts education. Through the artist's unique perspective, this paper clarifies what
Shahn thought important: how to establish one’s own thought and how to lead one’s own life.

As an educator, this was his essential views to draw artistic intuition of his students.

—214—



