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Economical Language Use in Japanese Newspaper Classified Advertisements:
A Comparison with English Language Classified Advertisements

Fumiko Yoshikawa

This study compares the characteristics of economical language use in classified advertisements in
Japanese newspapers with that in English language advertisements, as revealed in Paul Bruthiaux
(1996, 2005), and clarifies their similarities and differences.

Recent examples of Japanese classified advertisements were gathered together from the Sanyo,
Asahi and Yomiuri newspapers. However, likely as a result of the move of advertisements to the
Internet over the last two decades, the number of available examples was limited. Consequently, in
some cases, examples were collected from two newspapers issued around the end of the 20th century.

The results derived from the comparison, therefore, must be regarded as preliminary. Despite
this, we were at least able to identify that the writing system in Japanese combining ideograms and
phonograms resulted in some different compression methods from those seen in English classified ads.
Further, it was noted that cultural differences related to the uses of honorifics in Japanese lead the
language in Japanese classified ads concerning transactions such as selling and buying to contain more
elaborate sentence structures accompanied by polite words, modest words and honorific words. There
are, however, some economizing tendencies that can be seen in both English and Japanese classified
ads, such as conventional uses of clipping and abbreviations. There is also a similarly shared preference
for sentences containing more elaborate syntactic structures and creative words and phrases in rather
personal advertisements both in Japanese and English, whose transactions convey an anticipation of a
rather long-lasting relationship between the writer and the receiver of the advertisement, such as

registration for a marriage agency or for a club activity as a new member.
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WSEERENDR SN L0 E ) D E, BEFAT SN SHEOHM, 72205 K0 2 M
OHBTHHIICHEL, ST 20TH b,

Bruthiaux (1996) (Z@4 > €))L A THFTEN T 5 Recycler & LA Weekly 2 #7» 5 =4T
R R, ERE, BAMZRIEE, BRT7 85— FOIRE, RAEEO 420 v v
2BV T ZERENI003 D ZATE S 2 IUE LIl U 7= KB A R ge i A2 7525, ARFge I8
DEER B L PN ERETH 2, BELI LI, SFEERA 5 —Fy FAFET
BIZONTHENDDH BIEEDOAT, 201K [HIHHE] © [Frespl® o Hmbek
AN Z W I FWIZ L TWARAAEIZ, 4TI FTHEGIEEDL R R>TLE>TW
Bo SO HKMTT, FHOEEETH LHERGTTHRITFSIN TV IO 1 2TH
% NUBHEIY 123H 0 25720 2 R BREC T > 72 | &) EEHIERT S
NTHEY, KFEHHLYHE22IEL D, LEAdSMAEENS S FRECERS LTy
29, KR L 2B SR O% 320 T~ 72 ] ICERENZb0TH 5,

Bruthiaux (1996, 2005) O%REZF L0k, (1) AR—ADHIFZM L ZF 2 Z4TIEE
T, BEYY Y VERMT AEERS IO — Y 3 v, Ux YIVICHEEORERREE DSV S
N, EBRNED D 7 CEEBEREDVE I S N RN 5 2%, 7 UERRERE T b IR AT LAY
%<, BT D ENERWRINAEZ 2 LML A5 &9 iz L Idam s sl
Wk, (2) BEEEESEM SN VERIZ, ERNEEIRIIORT I AT L RS
RNEER, BAEEDO LD RIEEOZIFLOMTL ) EVARBEAETNS & PEX
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PENTVLE V) EHRSEZFOLINCHY, TORE AT —F AEROENY =7
M SNFIEEDIT I A, Beo 72 RB A, SEA5 MRS (2 S & i 2 72501k
R LI LA LTWD,
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3 [FYrvkEEg] ckak, [WHHH] Z1879EAITIO [RIKEIHHH] & 1884EAITI [H
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Bruthiaux (1996, 2005) 235G 4 DD Y % ¥ MIZHTF CTEATIR S 2l L 2B L, A
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=IO NGB EDRXUN=%5ET LG, SNLD3DODY ¥ Y IVOIEEIZE CHE»S,
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BY, FHUHEERFEMEN OREFE» ) 2EDR WKL), TV 77Xy MEIZERSATWS =
TS %, HAHFEEITNVT 77Xy NOBOPLI0AETEICEL, ROFEIZIETIVT 77Xy b
KBEODLDODBI0LET EICIET S L) HET, KR7Z -5 72UEZ LA Tw5b  (Bruthiaux
1996, pp. 178-179 &), W45 O HAROHFER X =476 5 ORI 22w A2, [F UILEDHED
BLBRENEZEH200T, BARBDOLEZED L E V) DI WR Lol TD2D,
AR TIEREDILE DS, FHUASEZERTHRELLZVEIICRAEDTLDS, HLREOT L
FoTFTHIGET L ETEALANE Lz, TG 7 X | OJRE5301E20204E12 H 22 520214510 H
FTOHBHIZITEINZD DO HHED7,
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AR—AZEATHIEDNTE D, KfEIX, AR—ADHFOFERZRLLZ L2 HE L
TWBDT, ZOEEHERNO LY A AT 1 BRI COESELEET 2 L1z L2Y,
[ UAEMEED L ) ICHBENTHWDE 2 NS T, PEEOBICAE R UL S S HE
PELZwE bic Lz,

2. ZATIREOEHROEFIEZ R TIE

Bruthiaux (1996, 2005) 13FE5ED =4TIA SR T B g OREFEIZ O W TIFFICEEL <AL -
IHTLTWBAY, HAR L WH I TFORLTE, EPRR L7720, Yk ki#&érﬁ
DS BHAGETIIRE L 224 E0H 5. AEITIIHAEO ZATIREICRO NS SO
FHEICOWTERGIE T LA T

2.1 24EEE, BBNFOEH

RSO STEHICL b bAARO N SHOEM I ETH 2D, [75 (F4)],
[9Y (F) 20 (=%=)] OXIHKFEOH & HFSHELEHET A0, BN (DR
HE)E) OX)CHBRTEICHWONLEEEZZOE EMHEMHT L6, (4 (38) £ (F) ]
DEHICHEEEHNT 552 TN ENEMT 5 b0, UREECWRELR A% [Fla (U
F) 1 TZ=ME Gro )] [k (H) % %) ] O X ) ICEET 0% ENRoN%,

WEEQWE LW LA E LTCWaHdH 5, [MT H] (manual transmission vehicle)
[4WD] (four-wheel-drive) 7 EHHHEINDILHIZZ OBIHH .5 720 Nk B S 27241k
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7CIP ke [H— N #ELTFEFEWMT 260%, BEROLS—Sy 7% [L5—P]
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NS OFEMEE, B FOMH OB E RS2 T, AREOZATIEEICOWSNICSHE
DOREFEZ KD B NBEHNTV D L hbh Db,

100 BUF, IREXZDIHT 1L, s a0, Eilks, sEll 4= URL X, 7
FANY —RFED T2 HIBEHL TV,

1) #2, WUASEEICLZILET, 22 0@ T2H90H-TH, #EWldbu, EHL0)LE
LHWELTWE, EOMKIMTH R ULEPMTE LB NTED, WETEZZLEDOHEANE ST
BATHI LI hoT

12) Bruthiaux (1996: 180-183) & APPENDIX C & L C, XN/ EEXHTHW LN TWAE AT
OIEMEE L L TEEE, FNRBSTICHEVWLEEELO TV,

13) Y7 FFNVIFTHzZA~YY 7 —FE, W OhONMBIETEHOBIHE) L2 TEXEY 7
7)1/} f]_Fa)m%‘(&)Z)o
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SRR, BESCTRRAIETE O SATRE T O BV SN SEOIEM T TH A5, ik
LR DMEOSIETH 550 L AHH T RE R S HOEM T ESEEZOMMTH 5. HA
REBE LT THIRL LT L EE LT T LT RIAT 2 S50, EELTOE)H
11%(%(@5%%&%%T LATELOT, FHOSITEEOEE, 7250 oy
DEDBEEDIEFIIH WV EEL B IE LRSS H SN TV D, BT EE ST’
U%ﬁ&@@%ﬁﬁ#ﬁtﬁw@fd&w#k@q<%w&$®£bé%ﬁ#k§wwoE
FIEBEOHZIE, UTFO L) ICHFEEMINIE TP TEL SR TV 26 b 5 2%,
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MKFEI A Z D FEREBEFIIEZ LI EDNHLVIGENLVOT, R A5 HF (T
TRy b)) ZUHOKELHAINS, MiESE2 R T HTED BELIERZEET LHOT,
FENINFEHFOATHLENBEELELH 5,

14) TOZEIZOWTIE, #4 HiCRBAEMISHREES %,

15)  AFsCHIZEIH SN AARGEO ZATIL SO BN, FFELRZWIRD T 72 | 258 EL
bDTHb, IRERRETEETZOMESL 5% R4, BiEks, THhEr&50EMRME
7S5 AN —IZET550280CHHL TS, [T~ F A | OREHEIIKRTT7 4+~ M TH
MENTOVAEADNL WA, EEXHICKTZ + >~ M EE#ET + » Ol 2 HwTw a4 U
BETHEET + 2 NTHHT A EICT 5,

16) TORFEHSIZRMBLICY 725, RIBLELIZLIZKEDD 7+~ FTEIESN, FHhEEDIL
BRI ERBRDLEED S Ve RARBFICRRIREI N TV B B2 BAEMI N L2FE (1998) (&
EML:ﬁﬁéh%%*&$iuﬁﬁéﬂ%%$%twa\ﬁtfwéﬁ AWFFE TR HE§

WZHHT56Z 82T 5, LR (2) & (4) 1 TERHH] 474 oM 2 —7 —ClbigE
W%%fwtﬁuﬁ%%othf&éo
17) CTOREHFEF2MTE P LREVT 3 ¥ P TRREIN TV D,
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(T8 B JLHEERL [~ v 7 as s Lo )

(5) A >z - EH (2008 EE) 10,0000
LT (63 - 84M) ¥ — F=85%
L& — P (520)=445[ (370)=3151

6) g s ~v 7 C.:1,000M= 97011

i Y =7 C.:1,000/= 970M]

3 W Y= 7 C.:5,000=4,800

(7) S-RFESRoF-T
Ww@%ﬂﬁmxxxxxv
([Eoed] [Feoe A5k )

COXHITHEFELZMLUTENT 5 DIR5EH, RAIHT LIEEICE V. EFRIERET LT
THoHrU—IPILLBELTELPRLAEDLDE TV RVDT, HFEDOL) ZRELTFIIL-
TIRELZIEMT 5 2 EIETE v,

2.3 EFEFAOEBKEAELD
Bm&@m(N%ﬁ%%)Ki%k WEEOZATIRG T, M (IS, FiELwEs
D% Cbe BE) ALIFLITE I NG, IS Wﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ@fﬂﬁ?“(“l@@ﬁmi?ﬁ(, Bruthiaux
(1996: 42, 59) =X % &, 10005+Hh o0 i i o 1 I HEEAS Brown 2 —,5 21 -¢1332.5, LOB
T— S ATIE36.5% D12, THHEBEFEDLEETIZ5.2 T, IS0 I — S AHURTHEAE
ﬁ%&ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁt?étB%ﬁEL#ﬁﬁLTw&waw5oBmmeG%&w)6t
U VEEICHET AL E SR LT, HREE O 2 BERIZER 2R 2 & L iR EEASIRREY A
IR ZRTIETHY, INOLORBIICHOMOER S R/-TILHRETH S

18) ZORTFIIEAMLICNz 5,

19) 1ERAHFRIE The Brown University Standard Corpus of Present-day American Englisho WiFk Brown
TI—IRR, TAYWEFFED I —INATH A, The Lancaster-Oslo/Bergen Corpus of British English,
WP LOB a3 — /X A1%, Brown 2 — 32T A4 FY) AEFHED I -2 TH 5 (Bruthiaux 1996,
pp. 40-42%18)



H B O=ZATINEICR SN SR OMFEMICHE T 5 E %

GV VDT, ANR—ZDHFINE L EBGEO ZATIAETLIZLIZEB I NG D TH
A9 LEE L TWw5b, Bruthiaux 7% be BiFINEMEEINDL Z L 2R T72DICEIHLABIO 1D
2%,

(8) 85 PONTIAC FIREBIRD, silver, V6, low miles,
air, ps, pb, auto, am-fm, new tires, serviced,
clean, $3900 . .. (Bruthiaux 1996, p. 60, Hi%1 (46))%"

Thbo Fxblhrhiz serviced I IEEFANZBERFT, TORYTATv DT 74
Y- N=FDPEBALEMEINTND L) BERTH S, be Bhilx AL TH R EZ D
-ed 2SOV IS EIER 2R T 7 & LR I N A BN v L) T L & Bruthiaux (22 @
BITRLTW5,

HZAGET be ByEIIAHY 3 28551 [72] [CF] [THhb] b, [HHE [HEF] &
LI DY, HAEOZATIEE TS 20 [ OBEERIER IR X 5 12Bbh 2,
ZFNERIEDPD B 72DIIEARFEORAN 2 3 — 782 2 FI W72 KB 2 GRS L ETH 5
Yo LD oT, UTFICHBNEELEIEIH < T THZATIAEOIE O B TRERI IS 72 K5
WCX 50D, BARGEDYA, Bruthiaux (1996) 2551H L7z (8) DBID X H 1AM
BREFZPOBEHEBRWT 27120 THRLE, WhWAKSIEOOFIZLT, #FNEERTET
AR X 9T Z %,

(9) Tgp=E, RREBME, FaVE
F, OB 0%, 175
~5 HHMEHETHRL X7,
P2, AED| &Y MR |

9) ®24THD [WAFCBRY OF ] L) iaiE, Swiziud [L5IcBE) Twus -5
Lodud] &) BRAEDS, AL TRSIEDIZL TS, 41THD 4%, &Erl &
MY MER | 1L, TRFEAESCHMD ) 0ookE, 51X FHIIER T v ) BERT
Hb, THDLEHIZ, WETHNE, (be) free DL I AT TEEINL DDA, HAZED
Bty THERZZ] X951 [ +72] LI ROREHATEEINILETH LD, ZOMHD

20) V6IIVHE6RMT Y, air =73y, psid/ST—AF 7Y 2, pblid/87—7L—F, auto
34—+~ F v 7H, amfm i3 am Bk & m BOED T DV 2 BT 5,
21) [HAREGERGHL] (55280 2545 [HEE] (p.1239), #13% [HEE] (p. 1100) =K.
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EEBFADS [72] 28T 2 LA TROLESIEDIZR DT, HAHO=ZATIRGE DY,
&, RSO DHENFEL BB DTIERWIES D ho

2.4 EWRENFDHEVWESHORER
2.2THNRIEHIZ, TERLETEALZILR LTREXZIEML L) ET50020, %D
WAL LEN R BHETE, TELRTILRESL) ETLMABHLENS,

(10) WU~ T v 7 %ET
H, AREpESE, il E HCE
b, (Ya=—F 7
i il B 300

COBITIE TMDT ] OFGZFICOL3 BB O TwE, [AH] LETERLOAH %
BIRT L LD TELTHA )Y, Bz HVLERE LTw5D, 7272, HIROHAFET
(3] 2V BEORIZHEMWIZH ) DOTIE RV, BELTH D L) EHRIZAR T
O RV, Ihre [ (2 Mbiwv.) d L [HfE (13) MuFei.l &
T5LIEEXNRL BRAHDT, ZhE#IzbotEbhs,

ficd, THWIRY ] EEFEILDIC THIND | 2 THI &35, [HAELY] HFIM
DO TR R TRME] L35, [HULIML] TR L] &#ECMADYIT THBL] (5
ML) &328%L, MUEATEZTAIILTOALTHELLEA) LT LN LNS,

2.5 WITNEDHFHADERE

SATRLEIC U725 & 2HIH 72N B IE T OMFEEZE CILEPRONL Z Lid, =ATIRE
DFEYFRLLTHFHOBKEZEI )L LTWwDEIE, 2F), KEDOR) FVSHEORE
FIEZBERLTWDE 2O NIRTHIZE DN S,

(11) I—X Ko gy FXX X2
& 77, R 77 R B
DRTRE, ASEE, B, Bt

22) ZOWFIEMHAHERTRELTH 5,
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(12) BEHE?
FARE H Je5 B 5 B
SR AT N PR
WA HAR, S WHTE TS B
(LI 4W%)

(11) OFITIEIY o T2 a2 XK 5 72D G AP H LTV B2, ITRDOIHHA
[H85 ] OBRA TRBMHPEKINT VS, (12) OBITIE, FRTIE % BT O IX )
DIZDIZHWHNT VAR, R VITRO [FHER] [THE] ORS TRIZERKR S L TY
b0 TDXI BATROMFEEDBEMEIIT R TOEATAETHRH SN DI TIER WA, Sk
CLHINHOEHEOFEFIE, Wfrdhsd I E2FHTEL Wz XH$ 572004
HRBUILER WML, TRELRLTHIEZEEL T o,

2.6 ESOFA

BEOEXFRPLPICFHESECLEIIELTVUAI ERRTE ) 1 20fNERED
FIHTH B, 9 @ [1HH~5HME] XS, 251 offbhic [~] 25, DV
® (13) DX, [7]) &l THRYELZEMT 2% EOTEDD S,

(13) #0&63H - 84> — b 1 75% |
262 - 821~ :75%
2506080 ~» :70% ) W

T2, (3) (4) (12) (13) OHITHRAZEHIZ, [~~~ L) ERGAeHMLZMI DD
W, [ R[] Lol s THMICEREZXY L L) 2 &b LIZLIE RSN,

IRt FE (2, JEED ~NoT7 7 A REERT I L, EAHNOILEICLHOEHE TH
290 I, EIFEHFZTIINELLTOEATEHFHLESINTVWZOT, REXEHHD 15
THHEZZONDLD, TNa2RT20I, Wwbnh [EifHT] ZleELE4XFEDL A
R=—2AEWETHI LIl b, TORD, [Tl R [B] 2L 1 LFOAR—ATINERT
BWEHEDPFEL T D, INHFICEFEFSVNRLIN TS Z L 2 HOFHE IS ITEE
FTHILNTE S, 03- TIHE A BTFVEBEN T NIEHBE OB HF 2L 3 CIlbnr b

23) ZOMGFEIKRELRT Y PTREINTVEOT, RBLTHEE/-bNLS,
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L, 090- £080- TIZ U F 2 F 5 0FB BRI THiUE, #HFEFOFLSLELbND7ES 9,
2070, [HiFEEFT] 2R TMORLTDFFORIZOVTVARNI LB LW,

ERIEHABTILEOLE, HHEICERHEZAOEL I L IEETHL, TNIIDONT
b KIEER] EBELCRDDIC [RIK] & EPALTEME > TRREHIKNT L0050
%o 70, BREOERLHERLTLLED, [HRASH] L9728 4XFBHETLI LIS
BHOT, (W] OX5HREALEPLIELIEHVSNS,

RANEHIZD DOV X Y VA OB TN S 5. Bz L, T & TEEH], 58] &
[zt ], [PR) & [GRhex) PR, T & TES- [(R) Mim & [Zhmso L] 2%
e %,

3. AR=ZZINELLHTLEHEZXHOER

Bruthiaux (1996, 2005) 2S¥iED =ATILHDOXRIZOWTH LN LI & T, FFIcEE
LT, CATEEVNEDLIICLTAR—AZEZMET L V) T ETIELRL, BLWA
R=2ADHH % Z T - ZFEHNCTH 53T OZATIREIS, IRENFICE > TIE, AR—ZAD
HRIAR 2 WA ITHW SN D X 9 e XOEFZ I 2 7230, R itREEio X
) BBMR AR R ST, AR LR DONLEENERTHONE LTSV Y
YVBHAET B E V) T TH Y,

Bruthiaux (1996, 2005) 2SfR4: L7z )ad, MANZRILE, BEH7 /25— MolLd, K
NEEDADDT X Y VD%RPTIE, BAFED L) 3=V F IV ENEOME NN Z)AES
BWT, AR—ADHfIERKE 2T 2 ZATIRETIE—RERE Qb s X9 % Uk H
WHERDZEFHLPIISIhTWED, ZO—FHT, 20OV v ¥ VIO ENE
ELTWHEDZET, RIFNVBFEDOBRIIEDY ¥ Y VOZATILETHHNTVE LD
LHEHNS,

(14) I'm not dead yet — my love life is! DWEF, 35, Monty Pythonite seeks emotionally mature
thirty-something WM interested in torrid stability.
Call [...] (Bruthiaux 2005, p. 138, Fifi (7))

ZDIEEHTIX, DWF (Divorced White Female), WM (White Male) @ X 9 7 BE (g5l
HILTW52%, — T, I'mnotdead yet ® & 9 % IR 723, Monty Pythonite ® X 9 7 X

24) Bruthiaux (1996: 5 ; 2005: 140) %M,
25) Bruthiaux (1996: 152; 2005: 138) %M,
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DAV IER 2R 2 X 9 =B, torrid stability @ X 9 A& 4 FEBL % S 3 oD
Uy YVOEATREICZR S v &) BRIV 5T % & % Bruthiaux (365 L
Twh, F72, WM #% interested in torrid stability ® X 9 128 T, BiEFAAZ LR EE
SR MBS B e ERERE D M TH B E V).

(14) [THBT 5 X9 LBAEEO ZAT)IAHIERAE L2 ENIC RS 725 2o 7253, [
Bt 7 AL id 8=V V1] LS RIBLOFIE [H—27 0 - Xy 8=tk ] &)
Y7 varBah, WMEHHRTOLER, REMHE, TV 7% E25FET I EEHE
ENTWDE, BIREWZ &2, Th5OJR{ED Bruthiaux 255 %8 L 72 AZEE DL H L [k
DO—RBECHZ 5 X9 HEEXH 23T 5ME0Z2RTOT, UTIZBWT, fFLLEHET S,

3.1 EES0EH

%1 Hi TR L7 X 912, Bruthiaux (1996: 158; 2005: 139-141) X, W& % X Y BRI
(ZET 572010, BIEESEM S N a7, SRS SN E0H 5
LIZHE WA BRI b S B RERE A bR o 7o B e A R 2 S 0% ) T
IR SR ERDD B LB, ZOEERMT 2EEH R0, R, ZBRSCLoT,
EEOZFFE O AB BRI EDICIES L PHSWDNEDEEOIRH 25, 2O
DIRNE LTS, [H—2 )b« A N—34E| DAOIEETY, FHHORICO% ART,
HHZZ->EDKHT S L0 TRERSNAD, [H—200 - 2 vo8—34 | i, X5
DA O HTANRS N2 Bbh 20 & 9 it s 2 T 2 AR Sz, DT
ZOBITH 5,
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