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“Where in god’s name did you come from? Who are you?” burst out Mr. Button
frantically.

“I can’t tell you exactly who I am,” replied the querulous whine, “because I've only been
born a few hours-but my last name is certainly Button.”

“You lie! You're an impostor!”
The old man turned wearily to the nurse.

“Nice way to welcome a newborn child,” he complained in a weak voice.

“Tell him he’s wrong, why don’t you?”

“You're wrong, Mr. Button,” said the nurse severely. “This is your child, and you’ll
have to make the best of it. We're going to ask you to take him home with you as soon as
possible—some time today.”

“Home?” repeated Mr. Button incredulously.” (p. 8) g
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1) F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (Scribner, 2007) p. 8
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2)  Eric Roth, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button Story to Screenplay (Scribner, 2008) p. 26
3) Ibid., p. 92
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“In 1880 Benjamin Button was twenty years old, and he signalized his birthday by
going to work for his father in Roger Button & Co., Wholesale Hardware. It was in that
in the same year that he began “going out socially”—— that is, his father insisted on tak-
ing him to several fashionable dances. Roger Button was not fifty, and he and his son
were more and more companionable—— in fact, since Benjamin had ceased to dye his
hair (which was still grayish) they appeared about the same age, and could have passed
for brothers.” (p. 25)"
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“Plenty times you be alone. When you different like us, it’s gonna be that way. But
I tell you a little secret. Fat people, skinny people, tall people, white people ... they just

as alone as we are ... But they scared shitless.” (p. 50)°
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4)  The Curious Case of Benjamin Button p. 25
5) The Curious Case of Benjamin Button Story to Screenplay p. 50
6) Ibid., p. 50
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“When I'm dead I'm going to send him my arm! Don’t let anyone tell you different!

You got to do what you meant to do! And I happen to be a god-damned artist!” (p. 74)8>
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“They pulled up behind a handsome brougham whose passengers were disembarking

at the door. A lady got out, then an elderly gentleman, the another young lady, beautiful

7) Ibid, p. 53
8) Ibid., p. 74
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as sin. Benjamin started; an almost chemical change seemed to dissolve and recompose
the very elements of his body. A rigor passed over him, blood rose into his cheeks, his

forehead, and there was a steady thumping in his ears. It was first love.” (pp. 26-27 )9)
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“And another thing,” continued Roscoe, “when visitors are in the house I want you to
call me ‘Uncle’ — not ‘Roscoe,” do you understand? It looks absurd for a boy of fifteen
to call me by my first name. Perhaps you'd better call me ‘Uncle’ all the time, so you’ll get
used to it.” (p. 43)"

9)  The Curious Case of Benjamin Button pp. 26-27
10) Inbid., p. 43
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“They look at each other in silence ... and they simply smile, so glad to see each other
after all the missing years ... They embrace .... for some time ... As people who haven't
seen each other.. , and have thought about eachother ... for a very long time ... And it just
is ... no big symphonies, no endles skies ... just, two people at a kitchen door in the mid-
dle their lives...and the simplicity, just that, is what makes it real and breaks your heart.”
(p. 202)"
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11)  The Curious Case of Benjamin Button Story to Screenplay p. 202
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“I sold the summer house on Lake Pontchartrain ... I sold Button’s Buttons ... I sold
the sailboat ... I put it all into a savings account ... And so that you and your mother could

have a life, I left before you could ever remember me...” (p. 247) 12
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“... The image of Helen haunted him. Helen whom he had loved so until they had
senselessly begun to abuse each other’s love, tear it into shreds. On that terrible Febru-
ary night that Marion remembered so vividly, a slow quarrel had gone on for hours.
There was a scene at the Florida, and then he attempted to take her home, and then she
kissed young Webb at a table; after that there was what she had hysterically said. When
he arrived home alone he turned the key in the lock in wild anger. How could he know
she would arrive an hour later alone, that there would be a snowstorm in which she

wandered about in slippers, too confused to find a taxi? ...” (p. 223) )
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“From behind the maid who opened the door darted a lovely little girl of nine who
shrieked “Daddy!” and flew up, struggling like a fish, into his arms. She pulled his head
around by one ear and set her cheek against his. “My old pie,” he said. “Oh, daddy,
daddy, daddy, daddy, dads, dads, dads!” (p. 212) w
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13) F. Scott Fitzgerald, Babylon Revisited and Other Stories (Scribner, 1960) p. 223
14) TIhid., p. 212
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“Darling, do you ever think about your mother?”

“Yes, sometimes,” she answered vaguely.

“I don’t want you to forget her. Have you got a picture of her?”

“Yes, I think so. Anyhow, Aunt Marion has. Why don’t you want me to forget her?”

“She loved you very much.”

“I loved her too.”
They were silent for a moment.

“Daddy, I want to come and live with you,” she said suddenly. His heart leaped; he had
wanted it to come like this.

“Aren’t you perfectly happy?”

“Yes, but I love you better than anybody. And you love me better than anybody, don’t

you, now that mammy’s dead?” (p. 218) =
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15) Ihid., p. 218
16) 1T #3%, [Babylon Revisited # Charlie Wales @ H C.22i#%(2>\»C] PHOENIX 16 1980 p. 89
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SUMMARY

Love of Family as seen in F. S. Fitzgerald’s Short Stories
Yuko Yamanaka

This paper examines “love of family” which is seen in The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button (1922) and Babylon Revisited (1931) by F. S. Fitzgerald.

As a means of clarifying the theme, the originals of the two stories, their film versions and
the author’s real life are taken up and examined. The originals and the films are analytically
compared and the meaning of the difference in the stories between them is considered.

In the original of The Curious Case of Benjamin Button the life of the protagonist is
described as fruitless. Since he does not share his future with anybody, he does not gain “love
of family” which is essential to the formation of the family.

The film The Curious Case of Benjamin Button describes impressively that life becomes
fruitful. Even though the time of life reverses, the protagonist protects his family by sacrific-
ing his own life.

In Babylon Revisited, the protagonist loses his family because of himself and amends his
conducts, but he never regains the full love of his family. In the “Last Time I Saw Paris,”
which is the film version of Babylon Revisited, the protagonist finally succeeds in regaining his
daughter. It leads to a happy ending.

In view of the real life of Fitzgerald, Babylon Revisited is considered as the confession of
his own life. It is clear that he eagerly desired to rebuild his own family with full of love,
attempting to recover himself and his family.

We can assume that Fitzgerald expressed his own agonies of “love of family” in his short
stories. Fitzgerald appeals that we do not know the value of love of family until we have lost

it.



