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COMIZH A DI TARIEIZELTWSE, FD7z%, Save the Children % v B TR A £V
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Summary

Disasters in Bangladesh observed by an NGO worker:
Narrative of Saiful (Part 3)

TAKADA Mineo

Introduction

1. Background of the study
1. Bangladesh, Disaster study, Oral History
2. Interview: Its background and situation

0. On narrator, Saiful
1. Short life history of Saiful till his joining NGO—by his own narration—
2. Joining NGO—by his own narration—
3. From Save the Children to 2007—by his own narration—

II. Experience of disaster relief activity (All by his own narration)
1. 1987 Flood
2. 1988 Flood (Up to this section, Part 1)
3. 1991 Cyclone
4. Influx of Rohingya refugees (Up to this section, Part 2)

This is a kind of oral history study of Saiful, a Bangladeshi NGO worker who participated
in the disaster relief activity for long, in the form that the author try to re-construct his
narrative as real as possible.

Here in Part 3, two topics are narrated, i.e. 1994 Tornado and 1995 Flood of North-West
region. The following section is a narrative of Saiful.

In 1994, a tornado hit and damaged Cox’s Bazar area in a large-scale. “Save the
Children, Bangladesh” reacted at once and decided to send an emergency support team from
Dhaka. Though it was not so long days after I (Saiful) stayed in Cox’s Bazar for Rohingya
relief work last time, I had to go there again.

Following my experiences of emergency relief activities in the field up to that time, and
believing the affected people’s rationality (i.e. their rational circumstantial judgment and the
acts following it), I proposed that we should distribute Tk.3,000 per tornado-hit-household in

the form of cash money. Discussion had been going on for a while, and after that, my pro-
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posal had approved.

At first as I visited the area, I saw the many red flags kept fly high in the poles which
stood in almost all houses. That was so impressive. They said “the red flag means that this
house is in danger or in emergency”.

In the site, we have conducted a brief research on the affected households, and prepared
a list for the candidate of receiving money. The distribution of the money was so trouble-
some, but somehow we had done it. After the relief work has finished, I had been monitoring
the situation and found a satisfactory result. A study team Sussex University dispatched had
appreciated this relief activity and held a workshop on it in Dhaka. I had presented my own
experience and it was welcomed by the audiences.

In 1995, there was a big flood emerged in Northwest regions. Save the Children,
Bangladesh conducted relief activity with the fund assistance of DFID (official aid agency of a
British government) in the name of “Flood Response for Health”. Save the Children con-
ducted this work in the form of partnership with the local NGOs in the regions, i.e. Krigram,
Gaibandha, Shirajganj, Tangail, and Manikganj. The activities were focused in the chor areas
of the Brahmaptra-Jamuna basin.

In the activity at this time, the main purpose was the medicine distribution. Getting
the fund from DFID, Save the Children, Bangladesh purchased the medicine in Dhaka in large
quantity to cope with ‘Flood related diseases’. Save the Children handed over it to BDPC, an
umbrella organization of the local NGOs, and BDPC supplied it to 5 local NGOs in 5 districts.
Each local NGO in their own responsibility distributed the medicine to the residents in the
chor areas.

Some interesting episodes are narrated; children ‘enjoy’ the flood and play in the flood
water, and, as a result, they suffer eye and ear disease. This is surely a flood-related disease,
but the doctors in Dhaka do not accept such a view. Women suffer some diseases of abdo-
men as they walk in the flood water trying to get drinking water, etc.

After completing their activities, a seminar was held at Dhaka intended to share the
information and knowledge gained from this trip. The attendants were the representatives of
DFID, BDPC and 5 local NGOs under BDPC plus some stuffs of Save the Children,
Bangladesh including me (Saiful).

(To be continued)
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