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Summary

Dialogue between Native Speakers of Japanese and
Learners of Japanese on Career Design

—— Virtual Exchange between Japan and Taiwan
YOKOTA Kazuko™® and CHEN Chun-hui**

This paper analyzes the challenges of the practice of an online exchange on the topic of
career design conducted between Japanese and Taiwanese universities, in which the primary
language used was Japanese. The subjects analyzed were the learners’ statements in the
exchange and their submissions, from which the factors promoting and hindering the exchange
were discussed. We then attempted to identify what meaning, if any, this practice brought to
the learners and the challenges for creating a class that connects and mutually empowers
young people across borders. As a result, although various linguistic and communicative chal-
lenges were observed, it led to an awareness among native Japanese-speaking students of their
own motivation for learning the language, and among learners of Japanese, even students with
low Japanese levels were able to reevaluate their own motivation for learning the language and
to learn Japanese without being overly fearful of grammar and other errors.

In this era of VUCA, solidarity and cooperation are required under various global issues
that transcend national borders. We consider that higher education is the best place where it
is possible and necessary to create career design opportunities for the wellbeing of self and
others, i.e., “our” wellbeing, sometimes from a broader perspective, not limited to individual

career choices.
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