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Summary

Cultivating Citizenship and the Uses of Theatrical Methods:
Interviews with First-Year University Students in
Teacher Training Programs

YOKOTA Kazuko™® and IWASAKI Hitomi™*

With the aim of clarifying the significance of theatrical methods in cultivating citizenship,
this paper conducted interviews with learners who participated in a university class utilizing
theatrical methods and analyzed their narratives. The results revealed that although the use
of theatrical methods in the classroom brings psychological conflicts to the learners, it enables
them to make sense of self-understanding and understanding of others, while at the same time,
from the viewpoint of citizenship education, there are still issues to be addressed in 15 lessons.
The paper also discussed the need to overcome the current situation in school education
regarding the normative view of communicative competence and the improvisational expres-
siveness inherent to the individual, which is marginalized in the current school education sys-
tem, and to guarantee the opportunity for awakening to cultivationg citizenship through

embodiment.
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