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Summary

Cervantes’ El trato de Argel and the Morisco Problem
Yasuhiro Mikura™

This study examines how Miguel de Cervantes (1547-1616) treats the Morisco Problem
in his early play EI trato de Argel (Life in Algiers), written in the first half of the 1580s, shortly
after his return to Spain from his five-years captivity in Algiers.

This play has two episodes on the Morisco problem. The first is on the martyrdom of a
Catholic priest burnt by Moriscos of Algiers to seek revenge for the execution by the Inquisi-
tion of a Morisco corsair arrested on the Spanish Coast. This martyrdom fuels anger among
Christian captives in Algiers. The second is on a Spanish captive, an ex-soldier of the royal
army that suppressed the Morisco rebellion of 1568—-1571. Despite his anti-Morisco back-
ground, he is dishonest toward fellow Christian captives and considers converting to Islam and
participating in Muslim corsair activity as a way to restore freedom. He grows close to the
executed Morisco corsair. The former episode focuses on the antagonism between Old Chris-
tians and Moriscos. The latter focuses on the ambiguous relationship between the two
groups. These different viewpoints anticipate the complex views on the Morisco problem

demonstrated in Cervantes’ later works.

* Faculty of Commercial Sciences, Hiroshima Shudo University



