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Summary

Development, Progress and its Effect on the Hinderland of the
HIROSHIMA Bay Area Before the Meiji Era (Part II)

Terutada HIGASHI

We have Hiroshima Alluvium situated at the hinterland of Hirosima Bay
which Ohta River has made into gradual formation in the long stream of
time.

It comes to be a narrow flat in the course of nature, with 15 kilometers
long from north to south and 4 kilometers wide from east to west, approxi-
mately along the winding path of the river.

The trait of it is considered to be under the natural and social environ-
ment as follows. |
(1) Farming continues under the benefit of sunshine and water without

succumbing to the intermittent natural force of flood.



BEEY £ 4% £1F5

(2) Human culture has developed since the old times on the surrounding
hillside area of it.

(3) With the water transportation ﬂouriéhing, market-towns came into be-
ing everywhere on the river from the earliest time which enables it possi-
ble for many people to settle there. |

(4) It was a point, connecting riverboats with cargo-boats on sea-foutcs.

(5) In the Middle Ages, it was a warrior class that exerted their social pow-
ers on territorial management and developement/exploitation positively
or aggressively. The warriors paly a role of safeguarding the lives of peo-
ple and protecting their livelihood even except at the time of battle
activity.

In order to fulfil it, they sometimes offer the know-how of making vari-
ous implements and materials heplful to farming.

Iron materials are useful to farming implements, especially when the
deep digging into the soil of alluvium becomes necessary. |

The warriors themselves need iron materials for the purpose of making
war instruments, not to speak of.

Some struggles took place émong the factions of the warriors to monopo-
lize the interests of the interior parfs of Hiroshima Alluvium which is
counted to have the material-source of iron. 7

The characteristics of the aforesaid area shows a historical exemplifica-
tion of the collaboration of warriors and farming people, sharing the com-

mon aims, which contribute a regional long safety.
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