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Summary

On the honorific prefix

Atsunori Nakasono

In Japanese, there is a rule concerning honorifics (sonkei-go). Sonkei-go
occurs only when the subject refers to a person to whom the speaker wants to
show his respect. That is, the subject must be a socially superior to the
speaker (SSS). However, “go-tyosyo ga go-hyoban da,” is acceptable. The
rule concerning sonkei-go leads to an odd conclusion that the speaker shows
his deference to a thing. Previous researches give an explanation that the
speaker indirectly shows his deference to the SSS through the thing.

This study insists that the speaker shows his deference to a thing itself. If
the thing is metonymically linked with the SSS on the obvious experiential
basis, we become to feel that the thing has some respectability. We all know
that a book reflects the author's study, insight, thinking power, personality
and soon. Thatis, we can easily imagine the author from the book. Welive

in the culture <The book stands for the author>.
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